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Participants in Baldwin’s Martin Luther King Jr. march sing “Glory, Glory, Hallelu-
jah” as they march from Special Providence Baptist Church to Greater New
Hope Baptist Church Monday, in observance of Martin Luther King Day Day.

Sirens chirped and lights flashed as Franklin observed Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Monday with a procession down Martin Luther King Boulevard.

Mardi Gras in St. Mary Parish

It’s Mardi Gras on the Cajun
Coast and St. Mary Parish is
preparing for the 2018 carnival
season.

There will be multiple pa-
rades throughout the parish

Mark Dixon
passes at 54

A celebration of life service
for Mark Clyde Dixon will be
held on Sunday at 6 p.m. at
Greater New Hope Baptist
Church in Baldwin.

Dixon was employed at MK
DIXON Funeral Home in Bald-
win as a funeral director liai-
son. He was involved in multi-
ple civic activities and groups
and organizations.

His full obituary can be
found on Page 5 of today’s
newspaper.

for everyone in the family to
enjoy.

The first parade of the sea-
son will take place on Friday,
Feb. 9 at 7 p.m. in Morgan
City. The Krewe of Adonis pa-
rade will begin at the Morgan
City Municipal Auditorium.
The parade will begin at the
intersection of Brashear Ave-
nue and Federal Avenue, near
MD Shannon School turning
onto Onstead Street and con-
tinuing down Sixth Street to
Marguerite Street, Ninth
Street/La. 70, Brashear onto
Victor II Blvd and ending at
the Morgan City Auditorium
on Myrtle St.

Three parades will take
place on Saturday, Feb. 10.
The Baldwin Mardi Gras pa-
rade will begin at 1 p.m. on La.
182/Main Street at the Sag-
er-Brown facility in Baldwin,
continuing down La. 182/Main
Street, turning left onto Mar-
tin Luther King Street, a right
onto Bollard Street, and will
conclude at the Baldwin Com-
munity Center. The Krewe of
Dionysus parade will be at 2
p.m. this year in Berwick be-
ginning on Gilmore Street,
proceeding to John, Robichaux
and Mount streets before re-
turning to Gilmore. The pa-
rade then enters La. 182, con-
tinuing to Tournament Boule-
vard. From there, it will turn
onto Fairview Drive, then to
Pattie Drive and ending at

Berwick Junior High. The Cy-
premort Point Parade will be
at 1 p.m. down La.. 319 in Cy-
premort Point.

The Krewe of Galatea pa-
rade will begin at 2 p.m. in
Morgan City on Sunday, Feb.
11. The parade route will begin
on Second Street under the La.
182 Bridge proceeding north to
Onstead Street, Sixth Street,
Marguerite Street, Hwy. 70/
Ninth Street, Clothilde and
Victor II Boulevard, ending at
the Municipal Auditorium on
Myrtle Street.

On Monday, Feb. 12, The
Krewe of Amani parade will
take place in Patterson start-
ing at 2 p.m. The parade will
begin at Patterson High School
on La. 182/Main Street and
continues down La. 182/Main
St. to the Place Norman Shop-
ping Center on La. 182/Main
Street.

Mardi Gras Day will be
Tuesday, Feb. 13. It features
two parades. The Franklin
Mardi Gras parade will take
place in Franklin at 1 p.m.
This parade will begin at
Franklin Senior High School
on Main Street. It travels east
on Main Street, making a
U-turn and then continues on-
to Willow Street. The parade
then turns right onto Third
Street, disbanding at the end
of Third Street.

The Siracusaville Mardi

Continued on Page 12

Arctic blast closes
highways, roads
across the South

ATLANTA (AP) — The
South awoke Wednesday to a
two-part Arctic mess that
caused problems as far south
as the Gulf Coast. First came a
thin blanket of snow and ice,
then came below-zero wind
chills and record-breaking low
temperatures in New Orleans
and other cities.

The snowfall sabotaged
morning rush hour before it
even began, sending cars crashing into each other on major thor-
oughfares. Officials urged people to stay off the roads if possible,
and to bundle up if they ventured outside.

Thousands of schoolchildren and teachers got the day off be-
cause of treacherous travel and cold; cities canceled meetings
and municipal court sessions. Some businesses closed.

With temperature hovering around 10 degrees, store clerk Su-
san Brown got to work an hour late in the north Alabama city of
Decatur. Snow and ice blanketed grassy areas and roadsides, she
said, and neighborhood roads were much whiter than main high-
ways.

“Traffic is moving along, but on side roads and residential
streets it’s pretty slick,” said Brown, who works at Holaway’s
Food Market. “As long as you stay in the tracks you’re pretty
good.”“

Dairy farmer Will Gilmer bundled up for the pre-dawn drive to
the milking barn with the thermometer showing 7 degrees (-14
Celsius) in western Alabama.

“It felt like single digits,” he said. “I probably had four layers
on and then insulated coveralls and a heavy coat on over that. I
made it OK except for my toes.”

Icy conditions hampered travel as far south as the Gulf of Mex-
ico, with stretches of Interstate 10 were closed in Louisiana and
across Alabama’s Mobile Bay. Ice pellets covered the tops of sago
palm trees.

In Atlanta, snow covered icy sidewalks. Major thoroughfares
usually full at rush hour were eerily quiet. Some cars drove
through red lights rather than stop and risk sliding.

David Johnston, a 22-year-old Georgia tech student, is used to
winter in the South. “When it snows, the city shuts down,” he
said.

School was canceled, but he had to work — he walked 20 min-
utes on snowy, icy sidewalks to get to the train and head down-
town.

Many Atlanta-based offices and employers closed for the day,
but Jarquiese Norwood, 28, also had to get to work: at a ware-
house where he’s a forklift operator. “It snows, like, every couple
years,” he said of Atlanta, and it’s “pretty much the same every
year.”

He said he usually takes Uber, but the normally reasonable
fare had surged to $40. “I wish I was off from work,” he said as he
waited for a train.

Dozens of accidents were reported in metro Atlanta, including
one involving a salt truck and another involving a rapid-transit
bus.

Outside Five Points Station, a major one at the center of Atlan-
ta’s MARTA system, a man fell on the sidewalk and appeared
unresponsive. An ambulance came quickly, and paramedics ma-
neuvered slowly: “I've got the stretcher,” “be careful,” they told
each other.

Adrian Benton, 26, tried to help. He exited a bus that had
stopped but allowed passengers to remain inside for warmth.

“The up-north way of dealing with snow needs to come down
here,” the Buffalo, New York, native said, adding that the city
should have had “snow plows, salt already going down last night
so people can get around.”

The blast of cold air shattered records early Wednesday in
Louisiana and Mississippi.

It was 21 degrees (-6 Celsius) before dawn in New Orleans,
where icicles hung off a statue of jazz musicians in a fountain.
The reading broke the city’s record low for the date, which was
23 degrees (-5 Celsius) in 1977.

In Mississippi, the temperature in Hattiesburg dipped to 13
degrees (-11 Celsius), breaking the previous record of 14 (-10 Cel-
sius).

Ryan Willis, a meteorologist for the National Water Service,
said the forecast called for 1 to 1.5 inches (2.5 to 4 centimeters) of
snow in metropolitan Atlanta through Wednesday morning, with
localized higher amounts.

Gov. Nathan Deal issued a state of emergency for 83 counties,
spanning much of central and north Georgia. This line extends
from Columbus to Macon to Augusta and northward. State gov-
ernment will be closed Wednesday in the impacted areas for
non-essential personnel.

Forecasters said travel could be difficult in north Georgia be-
cause of below-zero (-18 Cel- Continued on Page 12

INFORMATION
SOURCES:

La. DOTD Road Closures
http://www.511la.org/
St. Mary Parish Sheriff's
Office Alerts
http://stmaryso.com/
special_alerts.php

LAPEYROBSE

SERVING SOUTH LOUISIANA SINCE 1934

HUGE 8AVINGS8 ON ALL CHEVROLET,
CEHRY8BLER, DODGE & JEEP IN 8TOEK!

WHY BUY HERE?

*NO PRESSURE, NO HASSLE ATMOSPHERE!

*NO GAMES, NO GIMMICKS!

*NO SNEAKY OVERPRICED ADD ON CHARGES!

*COMPARE THE BOTTOM LINE!

*A SHORT DRIVE FROM IBERIA/ST. MARY AREA!

«IF IT’S NOT IN STOCK, WE’LL GET IT!

1105 MAIN (HWY 182) - JEANERETTE, LA

337.276.4541 ] 800.516.7000




Page 2, The Banner-Tribune, Franklin, La., Wednesday, January 17, 2018

1968

FRANKLIN

HISTORY
Thie Week 50 Years ﬁl/a, .

LaPolitics: Bishop: State has no shortage of outdoors issues

By Jeremy Alford &
Mitch Rabalais

Although they don’t
always end up being
debated inside Louisi-
ana’s Capitol building,
issues that capture the
attention of hunters
and anglers are con-
stantly under review
in ways both big and
small, according to the
chairman of the House
Natural Resources
Committee.

State Rep. Stuart
Bishop, R-Lafayette,
said in a recent inter-
view that many of the
proposals for the regu-
lar session that con-
venes on March 12 are

FRIENDLY CAMPUS ENVIRONMENT

still being drafted and
researched. But he
touched on a number
of issues, ranging from
deer and fish popula-
tions to feral hogs,
that are creating a
buzz on social media
and at hunting and
fishing camps across
the state.

The House Natural
Resources Committee
oversees not only the
Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries and the
activities it regulates,
but also all legislative
matters pertaining to
mining, energy and
public lands.

Hunting and fishing

issues, however, rou-
tinely produce some of
the most emotional ex-
changes between law-
makers and residents
of the so-called
“Sportsman’s Para-
dise,” he added.

One issue that seems
to be trending on Face-
book and similar plat-
forms is the question
of whether hunters
should should take
partial blame for de-
clining deer popula-
tions. In particular,
there’s the suggestion
that too many does, or
female deers, are being
harvested.

“It’s quite possible,”
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said Bishop when
asked if doe numbers
might become the fo-
cus of upcoming legis-
lation. “I’d like to see
more people take a
look at the Quality
Deer Management Pro-
gram, as well as get in-
volved with the biolo-
gists at (the Depart-
ment of) Wildlife and
Fisheries to see what
is exactly right.”

Bishop, a sec-
ond-term legislator, is
entering his third year
as natural resources
chairman, and he’ll
soon get the chance to
revisit one of his own
policy milestones from
2014. That was when
the Legislature and
former Gov. Bobby Jin-
dal endorsed Bishop’s
plan for funding an
initiative to allow the
state to collect its own
recreational fishing
data.

It took considerable
time and effort, but
the federal govern-
ment finally approved
the LA Creel survey
program earlier this
month. As a result, the
survey program funded
by Bishop’s enabling
legislation can now of-
ficially replace the fed-
eral Marine Recre-
ational Information
Program in state wa-
ters.

Federal fish counts
have been under heavy
scrutiny in recent
years by Louisiana in-
terests, especially
when it comes to red
snapper populations.
Congressman Garret
Graves, R-Baton
Rouge, said recently
that LA Creel could
lead to more fishing
opportunities for Bay-
ou State anglers.

“This is absolutely a
huge win for the fish-
ermen of Louisiana,”
Bishop said, adding,
“We’re going to extend
(the funding for LA
Creel) for another four
years.”

That renewal bill
should surface soon, in
time for the regular
session and prior to
the May 31 expiration
date of Bishop’s en-
abling legislation from
2014. That measure
added a fee of $7.50 for
residents purchasing a
saltwater license and
it dedicated that mon-
ey to the Saltwater
Fish Research and
Conservation Fund,
which underwrites LA
Creel.

Invasive feral hogs
have become another
perennial issue for the
House Natural Re-
sources Committee,
said Bishop, and
there’s a growing focus
on the use of toxic
baits, like Kaput. In-

terested parties are
trying to weigh the
risks of such poisons,
with varying degrees
of success, against the
destruction caused by

feral hogs.
It’s a serious matter,
the chairman said,

with about 700,000
wild swine roaming
around each and every
Louisiana parish. The
LSU AgCenter found
that the hogs were the
source of $55 million
in agricultural damag-
es in 2014 and 2015.

“We need to look at
what other states are
doing with the
non-transport of feral
hogs and we need to
look at Kaput and if
it’s absolutely the
right toxicant for it,”
said Bishop, referenc-
ing ongoing research
that involves the de-
partments of agricul-
ture and wildlife, both
of which are exploring
a variety of different
avenues. “We need to
make sure there aren’t
any byproducts and
there aren’t any other
animals eating the tox-
icants that we’re put-
ting out for the hogs.”

Political History:
Landrieu’s rocky start

It was 21 years ago
this month, in January
1997, when Louisiana
found itself sending a
new U.S. senator to
Washington for only
the second time in
nearly 30 years.

But a close election,
in concert with an in-
vestigation and a for-
mal Senate inquiry,
threatened to end
Mary Landrieu’s ten-
ure before it ever be-
gan.

Her opponent from
the November election,
then-state Rep. Woody
Jenkins, had refused
to concede the race,
claiming that
Landrieu’s 5,788 vote
margin was fraudu-
lent. After attempting
a lawsuit, Jenkins
filed a formal com-
plaint with the Senate
contesting the elec-
tion. Jenkins alleged
that massive voter ir-
regularities had taken
place, particularly in
Orleans Parish.

Over Jenkins’ objec-
tions, Secretary of
State Fox McKeithen
had already certified
Landrieu’s election.
On Jan. 7, 1997,
Landrieu was seated
“without prejudice,” a
unique legal circum-
stance in which the
Senate recognized her
victory, but retained
the right to investigate
the election and, if
necessary, remove her
from the upper cham-
ber.

The matter was re-

ferred to the Commit-
tee on Rules and Ad-
ministration, which
reviewed Jenkins’ peti-
tion and heard his tes-
timony. Jenkins and
his supporters also in-
tensively lobbied Re-
publicans on the com-
mittee to open a formal
investigation. The ma-
jority of members
agreed in a vote that
divided along party
lines.

Seeing the investiga-
tion as purely parti-
san, Democratic Sen.
Robert Byrd said, “The
majority has decided
to go to war.”

Assisted by the FBI,
Senate investigators
spent weeks in Louisi-
ana reviewing voter
records and collecting
testimony. GOP Sen.
John Warner, the com-

mittee’s chairman,
held four days of hear-
ings in the state

during a congressional
recess.

With no significant
evidence produced,
Senate Democrats ral-
lied around Landrieu
and attempted to use
parliamentary mea-
sures to block the in-
vestigation. Majority
Leader Trent Lott
countered by moving
daily adjournment
times around to accom-
modate his party’s on-
going hearings.

While uncovering a
handful of instances of
voter fraud, investiga-
tors were unable to
find the proverbial
“smoking gun” to re-
verse the election. On
Oct. 1, 1997, the com-
mittee unanimously
voted to end the inves-
tigation, stating in a
final report that “no
evidence has been un-
covered that Senator
Landrieu was involved
in any fraudulent elec-
tion activities.”

Addressing reporters
after the committee
vote, Landrieu said of
the ordeal, “It has
been an unwelcomed
baptism by fire for me
in the Senate.”

They Said It

“I think my wife
would leave me if I ev-
er retired. Not because
of the income. Because
I don’t think she could
spend that much time
with me.”

—Congressman Gar-
ret Graves, on Face-
book Live

“I don’t believe we
need more gun control.

We need more idiot
control.”
—U.S. Sen. John

Kennedy, on CNN

For more Louisiana
political news, visit
wwuw.LaPolitics.com or
follow Jeremy Alford
on Twitter @LaPoli-
ticsNow.
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Lifestyles

Franklin Golden Age Club celebrates Christmas

The Franklin Golden
Age Club held it’s Christ-
mas Party December 19
at the Franklin Recre-
ation Center with 23
members in attendance.
The meeting was opened
by Acting President
Gisele Durocher. Joy
Boudreaux said the open-
ing prayer and Gisele led
the Pledge of Allegiance.

Christmas gifts were
exchanged at the party
for those members par-
ticipating. Entertain-
ment for our Christmas
party was provided by
Joy Boudreaux accompa-
nied by her husband
Wade on the keyboard.
Wade also played music
as club members sang
Christmas songs to cele-
brate the Christmas sea-
son.

The Center of Hope
Christmas Party was

held at the Center of
Hope Building in Center-
ville Friday, December
15. Myrtle Boudreaux is
chairman for the event.
She thanked all those
that helped at the party
including Ella Bertrand,
Janet Verrette, Jeanette
Clements, Marcelle
Simpson, Joy and Wade
Boudreaux and Sandra
Hebert, who also helped
put the stockings togeth-
er. Donating cupcakes for
the party were Joy and
Wade Boudreaux, Flo
Charpentier, Janet Ver-
rette and Joyce Good-
man. The club also wish-
es to thank Santa and
Mrs. Claus, Ron and De-
nise Romero. Everyone
was excited to see them.
Howard Winston provid-
ed music for the party.
Chairman Myrtle Bou-
dreaux thanked all those

that helped in any way to
make the party a success.

Each year, the Frank-
lin Golden Age Club hon-
ors one of its own as
Member of the Year. This
award is bestowed on an
outstanding member of
the club. The recipient is
chosen by secret ballot of
club members. Only past
recipients of the award
count the ballots and the
winner is kept secret un-
til revealed at the next
meeting. In the mean-
time, the winner’s family
is contacted and those
able to attend are invited
to surprise the recipient
at the club’s next meet-
ing. Voting for this year’s
Member of the Year was
held at the meeting and
the recipient will be hon-
ored at the January
meeting.

A special guest at the

meeting was President
Ida Simoneaux. Ida is
still recuperating, but is
improving. All the club
members were happy to
see Ida and wished her
continued improvement.

Another special guest
at the meeting was Anna
Hebert, celebrating her
96th birthday that day.
Club members enjoyed
celebrating her birthday
with her. Other members

celebrating birthdays in
December were Ella Ber-
trand, Willie Charpenti-
er, John Keenze and
Floyd LeBlanc. Guest at
the meeting was Ida’s sit-
ter, Danelle.

Ten members of the Franklin Golden Age Club recently celebrated
Christmas with clients from Center of Hope in Centerville. Special
guests were Santa and Mrs. Claus, Ron and Denise Romero, pic-
tured in front row center, above.

Anger explodes in words, deeds woman Iater regrets

By Abigail Van Buren

DEAR ABBY: I am 28 and I'm disgust-
ed with myself about how I talk to my
mother when I'm stressed out. I know it’s
not her. It’s me.

My other issue is road rage. When I'm
behind the wheel and the cars ahead of
me are going too slow or the drivers make
stupid moves, 'm annoyed to the point
that I sometimes take risky chances to
get away from them. I know it puts my
life and the lives of others at risk, and I
don’t want to be like this.

I sometimes wonder why my parents
didn’t teach me ways to tone down my
anger when I was younger. I'm lucky
they still love me, even when I snap at
them. Do you have any tips on how to
control my temper? — SIMMERING IN
SUBURBIA

DEAR SIMMERING: If you think you
are alone in having these issues, you are
mistaken. We are living in increasingly
stressful times that have affected most of
us in one way or another. If, however, you
continue allowing your stress to dictate
your behavior, it may eventually drive a
wedge between you and the people you
care about.

It’s important that you realize anger is
a normal emotion. At one time or anoth-
er, anger is experienced by everyone.
Recognizing what is CAUSING your
stress and anger can help you to avoid
taking it out on others.

It takes self-control — and maturity —
to react calmly, instead of reacting angri-
ly. Being able to identify what’s trigger-

1ng the anger and caus-

ing you to verbalize it

can help to prevent an

outburst. Instead say,

“When you do or say

that, it makes me an-

gry.” Or try saying,

“Mom, I'm stressed

right now. Can we dis-

cuss this later?” Or,

“I've had a really rough

day. I need to be alone

for a little while.” Then

go for a walk to help

you to regain your per-

spective. Developing

the ability to do this

will not only lessen

your guilt, but also

earn you the respect of those with whom
you interact. My Anger Booklet contains
many suggestions for managing and con-
structively expressing anger in various
situations. It can be ordered by sending
your name and mailing address, plus a
check or money order for $7 in U.S. funds
to Dear Abby — Anger Booklet, P.O. Box
447, Mount Morris, IL. 61054-0447. Ship-
ping and handling are included in the
price. As to your “over the top” reactions
when you are in your car driving, try to
remember that we are all human and
make mistakes. I have made them, and
so have you.

If you MUST drive during rush hours,
try listening to music or an audio book.
And count to 10 before you hit the accel-
erator. Avoid blasting the horn or making

rude gestures. (Scream-
ing is permissible as
long as your windows
are closed.)

People who lose con-
trol not only can get
hurt in a variety of
ways, but also hurt oth-
ers — including inno-
cent bystanders. That’s
why it is very import-
ant to be able to ex-
press anger in healthy
ways.

We are living in a
time

DEAR IN LIMBO: You are as related
to them as you WANT to be. Introduce
them by their names or as your former
in-laws.

skekskeskorsk

Dear Abby is written by Abigail Van
Buren, also known as Jeanne Phillips,
and was founded by her mother, Pauline
Phillips. Contact Dear Abby at www.
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box 69440, Los
Angeles, CA 90069.

COPYRIGHT 2018 ANDREWS MC-
MEEL SYNDICATION, 1130 Walnut,
Kansas City, MO 64106

when
the an-
ger level
in our society has reached
new heights. As we have
seen all too often in news
reports, explosive anger is
the most dangerous of all.
Perhaps constructive an-
ger management should
be taught in schools to
help people more effective-
ly communicate in a
healthy manner.
skesfeskekekok
DEAR ABBY: I've been
seeking the answer to this
for years. My husband is
deceased. Am I still relat-
ed to his family? How do I
introduce them? — IN
LIMBO IN PENNSYLVA-

Baldwin Church

Presents their guest speaker

Bishop Larry Loyd

Pastor, Jerry
& Monique Fitch

January 21st

Church Service:
sunday
10:30 a.m.

713 Chitimacha Trail
Baldwin, Louisiana

Controlling snails and slugs

By Dan Gill
LSU AgCenter Horticul-
turist

Many gardeners consider
snails and slugs to be the
most disgusting pests in the
garden. I could live with
their looks if they just didn’t
cause so much damage.

Snails and slugs belong
to the mollusk family along
with oysters. They crawl
along on a single foot over a
thin layer of slime that they
produce to ease their way.
Snails carry a shell on their
back into which they can re-
treat when threatened.
Slugs do not have shells.
Both are mostly active at
night, particularly when
conditions are moist.

In our mild climate, they
are active and cause dam-
age virtually year-round.
They enjoy many of the
cool-season bedding plants
and vegetables in our gar-
dens this time of year.
Trees, shrubs, most ground
covers and vines are rarely
badly damaged by snails
and slugs.

The damage snails and
slugs cause is obvious, but
it can be misdiagnosed.
They eat holes in leaves
and flowers, especially fa-
voring low-growing, succu-
lent growth. Bedding plants
such as pansies, perennials
such as hostas and vegeta-
bles such as lettuce are par-
ticularly susceptible to
damage. Snails and slugs
will be most active during
moist or wet weather and in
beds that are regularly irri-
gated.

Caterpillars and beetles
also chew holes in leaves,
and because the methods
and pesticides for con-
trolling them are different
than for snails and slugs,
it’s important to know
which pest is causing the

problem. The presence of
slime trails, which look like
meandering reflective, sil-
ver lines, indicate snails
and slugs are the culprits.
Holes in the leaves of trees
and shrubs are more likely
to be caused by caterpillars
or beetles rather than by
snails and slugs.

Controlling snails and
slugs requires persever-
ance. The main strategies
for their control involve
baits, traps, hand picking
and encouraging predators
that eat them.

Baits are generally avail-
able in the form of pellets,
meal or liquid slurries. The
objective is to apply them in
such a way that they are
likely to be eaten because
they must be consumed to
work. Follow label direc-
tions carefully. Baits should
be applied when the snails
and slugs are most active.
So water the area during
the day to provide a suit-
able environment, and then
apply the bait at dusk so it
will be fresh at night when
the critters are active.

Pellets and meal-type
baits may be scattered
around your plants over the
soil surface or placed in
small piles in the garden. If
you have pets, covering the
piles of bait is a good idea to
prevent their contact with
it. Commercial covers are
available, or you can make
one yourself.

Liquid slurries are popu-
lar because they are easy to
apply and last well. The
thick liquid is squeezed out
onto the ground under-
neath plants wherever
there is a problem. It may
also be applied in a ring to
the base of a pot to keep the
pests from crawling up and
munching on a prized plant.

Baits should be used reg-

ularly and in strict accor-
dance with the label recom-
mendations until new dam-
age is reduced to tolerable
levels. Metaldehyde baits
were the most commonly
used for years, and they are
effective. But they pose a
threat to pets if they eat the
bait. A much safer active in-
gredient, iron phosphate, is
just as effective and what I
currently recommend you
use.

The most popular type of
trap for catching snails and
slugs is baited with, of all
things, beer. To make a beer
trap, sink a small plastic
bowl up to its rim in the
ground and fill it half full of
beer. Any kind will do, but it
should be fresh. Set the
traps in the early evening
after watering the yard in
areas where snails and
slugs have been causing
damage. Empty and reset
the traps daily until you
stop catching many pests in
them. Traps are a great
way to monitor population
levels.

Other traps take advan-
tage of the habit snails and
slugs have of crawling un-
der shelter during the day.
Place bricks, clay pots, flat
rocks or scooped-out half
rinds of grapefruit in shady,
damp areas of the garden.
During the day pick them
up, check under them and
scrape any snails or slugs
you find into a bag or con-
tainer for disposal.

Hand picking is done at
night with a flashlight and
is not for the squeamish. It
helps to wear latex gloves
or use kitchen tongs to pick
up the slimy creatures. Put
them in a plastic bag and
throw them away.

Some gardeners seek out
snails and slugs and sprin-
kle them with salt to kill

them. The salt rapidly
draws water out of their
bodies causing them to
“melt” before your eyes. Al-
though this is particularly
satisfying to gardeners
frustrated by the damage
they cause, using salt
around your plants can
hurt them. I don’t recom-
mend it.

Strips of copper may be
used to repel snails and
slugs from a bed or pot.

Toads are excellent pred-
ators of snails and slugs
and can consume large
quantities of them. Yes,
they’re good guys in the
garden, and you should get
over any squeamishness
you have toward them. You
can attract toads and keep
them in your garden by pro-
viding a water source such
as a small pond, pool or wa-
ter garden and cover for
them to hide under during
the day. I build small enclo-
sures or “toad houses” with
pieces of brick or stones.
Gardens with active popu-
lations of hungry toads
rarely have major problems
with snails and slugs.

Sunday
10:30 a.m.

For More Information, (337)831-0536

Are your New Year
Funds Running Low ?

Payday Loans

Personal Loans

Call us today
MARK CREDIT CORP.

820 Main St. Franklin, LA

828-1876

THOMSON
SMITH&LEACH

INSURANCE GROUP

SAVE YOURSELF TIME & MONEY
WE CAN QUOTE 10+ COMPANIES

HOME & AUTO INSURANCE
BUSINESS INSURANCE

Se kI ubla Esy)ano{
315/MAIN STREETERANKIINJA(70538

337-828-0580,

tslinsicom
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Michael Shannon

How to Rent US Citizenship

The current controversy involving
granting amnesty to approximately
800,000 Delayed Accountability for Con-
temptuous Aliens (DACA) is nowhere
near the end of demands to appease mass
lawbreakers.

The people who naively think that af-
ter the DACA surge is legalized the coun-
try can get back to normal are the real
dreamers., Unchaining those demonstra-
tors from the furniture in Congressional
offices and TV studios only makes room
for the next shift of disgruntled illegals to
take their place.

The DACA surrender is just the begin-
ning.

The cultural Marxists in charge of the
media, academia, commerce and govern-
ment are, for the most part, convinced
blanket amnesty for illegals is the way to
go and the sooner the better. It’s those
pesky and unenlightened citizens who're
the problem. Telling the truth, that am-
nesty for illegals rewards lawbreaking
and creates incentives for following
waves of illegals expecting the same give-
away, produces a negative response.

(The term ‘immigration reform’ is also
misleading. There is nothing wrong - ex-
cepting the anchor baby interpretation
and Ted ‘The Liar of the Senate’ Kenne-
dy’s chain migration law - with our cur-
rent immigration statutes. What’s miss-
ing is enforcement. Real ‘immigration re-
form’ would be vigorous enforcement of
the laws we have now.)

That’s why descriptions of the problem
use touchy-feely, focus-group language to
hide the facts.

Which brings us to another ‘reform’
proposal. The Immigrant Tax Inquiry
Group has a Five + Five plan that is sup-
posed to “Enable Unauthorized Immi-
grants to Generate More Tax Revenue.”

Any ‘reform’ that relies on misleading
adjectives makes me suspicious. What’s
an “unauthorized immigrant™? Is it some-
one who innocently wandered into an ar-
ea that’s off limits, like the employee
breakroom at Costco? Or is it someone
who intentionally crossed the border into
a nation where he had no right to be?

And why would immigrants need a tax
inquiry group in the first place? Legal im-
migrants are covered by the same tax
laws as the rest of us.

The questions answer themselves. So,
misleading adjectives aside, how does the
program work? Does Five + Five = immi-
gration pacification?

The program is a pay-as-you-go am-
nesty described as a tax that'’s split equal-
ly between employee and employer. The
attraction for Juan is he doesn’t have to
flee routine traffic stops anymore. The at-

traction for his employer is Juan is pay-
ing half the tax.

And there, I suspect, is the real motive
for Five + Five and the reason ITIG
doesn’t list its donors. It’s a ‘guest worker’
program that outsources the cost to tax-
payers and while the benefits go to the
employers.

ITIG was unintentionally candid, “The
small tax is reasonable, as employers
have traditionally paid unauthorized
workers 25 percent less than others, and
these workers do jobs others are unwill-
ing to do. The employer still receives a 20
percent wage advantage over other legal
workers, including those whose country
of origin is the U.S.”

For the first time in history serfs pay
for the privilege of bringing their wage
scale north! Employers do even better.
They can now legally discriminate
against citizens in favor of cheap foreign
workers. It’s a win-win, unless you're a
citizen who would be willing to do US
jobs for US wages.

After agreeing to pay the tax the illegal
is granted a REALcard. This lets Juan be
a member of Uncle Sam’s Club. He can
work in the US legally, qualify for Medic-
aid, take English language classes, enjoy
“continuing education,” apply for a visa,
apply for a driver’s license and “other
benefits.” And just like a Sam’s Club card,
the whole family can share his member-
ship for one low price!

The REALcard is good for ten years or
until Democrats take control of Congress
and grant mass amnesty to these “sec-
ond-class citizens.”

ITIG claims the program will generate
$210 billion in new tax revenue over ten
years, but I have my doubts. Let’s say
Juan is making $40,000 a year and has
two anchor babies. Five percent of the
gross is $2,000, but that is much less
than the $5,616 he qualifies for when he
can legally claim the Child Tax Credit.

And that’s just one of many questions
the plan generates that unfortunately
will remain unanswered. After initially
insisting I interview ITIG Founder Mark
Jason, the interview was canceled after it
became evident I wasn’t an open borders
cheerleader.

Possibly Jason thinks Five + Five is an
equitable solution that is fair to everyone.
I don’t. Rewarding lawbreakers only en-
courages other lawbreakers. The fact ille-
gals haven’t been caught doesn’t give
them a claim on our compassion. As far
as I'm concerned, a sincerely held believe
that in the end is bad for the country is
no improvement over an outright malign
belief that actively seeks do to harm to
the country.

Louisiana Spotlight

Stephen Waguespack

A Bridge to Nowhere

Tax reform.

It’s a phrase frequently promised by pol-
iticians regardless of political ideology. No
matter if you are a liberal, a conservative
or identify as an independent voter, you
probably want it also. In fact, who in their
right mind would not want something
called tax reform?

We all hate taxes, especially ones that
seem arbitrary and are used to pay for the
wrong things, and we assume reform of
our broken tax code would lead to a better
approach.

The catch is politicians all mean differ-
ent things when they say “tax reform,”
and it is often quite challenging for us all
to know exactly what they intend to ac-
complish when they say it.

In D.C. last month, Congress passed
their version of tax reform, and they were
clear in their approach. They eliminated
some exemptions and credits and used
those savings to lower tax rates across the
board.

The immediate result?

A surging stock market...companies of
all sizes announcing plans to raise wag-
es...give bonuses to workers...enhance
401k retirement plans...invest in new
equipment...and even donate more to
charity. Our economy and workforce are
already benefiting because government fi-
nally allowed folks to keep more of their
hard-earned money.

In the coming weeks, it will be Governor
Edwards and the Legislature’s turn to de-

Budget Cut Options Start to Shape Up

By MELINDA DESLATTE

BATON ROUGE, La. (AP) — The
“fiscal cliff” is about to start getting
real.

After months of talk about how Lou-
isiana would make $1 billion in state
budget cuts if lawmakers don’t replace
expiring sales taxes, Gov. John Bel Ed-
wards will unveil this week the first
proposal for how those cuts might
look.

The Democratic governor doesn’t
want to recommend the slashing, but
he’s required to give lawmakers a
spending plan for next year. And he
has to use the money forecast to be
available.

It’s unclear if the release of the gov-
ernor’s budget proposal Friday will
create the sense of urgency Edwards

wants from lawmakers in his push to
pass a tax package. But it definitely
will create worry for the people whose
services are proposed for the chopping
block.

Edwards painted a grim picture of
what the cuts will look like in his bud-
get proposal for the financial year that
begins July 1.

“It is not going to be pretty. It will
not reflect a budget that I want to see
implemented. And in fact, the cuts will
be devastating,” the governor said.

He’s made similar comments often,
in a sort of foreboding warning to the
people of Louisiana. Because certain
portions of the budget have fewer pro-
tections, he said, “You will see the li-
on’s share of those cuts directed to
health care and higher education.”

Louisiana’s colleges,

the TOPS free college
tuition program, safe-
ty-net hospitals and
health services for the
poor, elderly and dis-
abled all are expected to
be proposed for heavy
reductions.

State lawmakers have
an idea what these cuts
will look like. As the
state’s careened from
one financial crisis to
the next over the last
decade, similar conver-
sations about where the
slashing could fall have
been repeated over and
over again.

The cuts in Edwards’
spending plan likely
will be larger than $1
billion. That’s how much
the state’s general fund
tax dollars are projected
to shrink next year, but
removing those dollars
from programs also
would force the state to
lose some federal dol-
lars tied to Louisiana
putting up its own mon-
ey to receive them.

Officials estimate the
cuts could balloon to $4
billion, out of a state op-
erating budget of
around $28 billion, with

the loss of federal matching dollars.

While many Republican lawmakers,
particularly in the House, have talked
of the need to pare spending and
shrink the size of government opera-
tions, no one has offered a detailed
plan to cut $1 billion or more.

House Appropriations Chairman
Cameron Henry has suggested Ed-
wards will use budget-cut scare tac-
tics, proposing reductions that would
hit the most popular programs and
critical services in his constant “look-
ing for more money” from taxpayers.

However, there are limits on where
anyone can propose cuts because only
a portion of Louisiana’s budget is dis-
cretionary spending.

State government must maneuver
through a labyrinth of federal regula-
tions, constitutional restrictions, debt
payment requirements, retirement ob-
ligations, court judgments and self-in-
flicted complications that limit how
the state can make cuts and often dic-
tate where it must spend.

Edwards is proposing sales and in-
come tax changes to replace the money
slated to be lost from a 1 percent state
sales and other temporary taxes that
expire July 1. He’s been unable to per-
suade enough House Republicans to
win support for the ideas.

Negotiations continue, but the two
sides appear far apart.

Republicans said the governor ex-
pects them to pass tax hikes on the
public with too few details about their
impact. Edwards counters that the
ideas he’s offering aren’t new, have
been studied for years and have reams
of financial analyses.

Taxes can’t be considered in the reg-
ular legislative session that runs from
mid-March until early June. Edwards
wants to hold a February special ses-
sion on taxes so lawmakers would
have the additional money to plug into
the budget they are supposed to craft
in the regular session. If they can’t
reach a tax deal by next month, law-
makers who have been calling for
slashing government spending will get
their turn to offer ideas for how it
should be done.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Melinda Deslatte
has covered Louisiana politics for The
Associated Press since 2000.

cide how they will define “tax reform” here
in Louisiana.

This summer, the $1.1 billion in tempo-
rary taxes proposed by the Governor and
passed by the Legislature in 2016 will ex-
pire. This two-year bridge was intended to
give elected officials the time needed to
conduct a deep dive and learn how our
government works and how it could be
made more efficient and effective. It was
never intended to be just a temporary tax
bridge to permanent new taxes. The as-
sumption was that this new long-term
plan would be more comprehensive than
just more taxes to fund the same old gov-
ernment model we have had for decades.

So, what’s the long-term plan they came
up with after two years of planning?

Well, a few weeks ago, the Governor an-
nounced his plan, and it is unfortunately
once again a tax-only solution to govern-
ment shortfalls. Specifically, he proposes
to use a combination of personal income
tax increases and sales tax expansions to
replace the current expiring taxes and
fund government roughly as we have al-
ways known it.

While there are many questions that
need to be answered by the administra-
tion as to who it is specifically targeting
with these new tax shifts and how it com-
pares to other states, the takeaway is fair-
ly clear: This plan calls for many new tax-
es to replace some old taxes. No real
spending cuts...no real government re-
forms.

There has to be a better way.

The Legislature clearly has its role
during the session to closely examine all
proposals, but the executive branch is con-
stitutionally in charge of the agencies that
spend all this money and should be able to
recommend some ways to get more tax-
payer bang for the buck. In the last two
years, were there really no new ideas
formed to demand more efficiency and ef-
fectiveness from our agencies and bureau-
cracies? No ideas that focus more on
shrinking government rather than shrink-
ing take-home pay for working families
and small businesses?

Congress clearly defined tax reform
with a new approach, and it didn’t take
two years and a myriad of task forces to do
it...they drove a solution that finally put
the needs of the people ahead of the wants
of government...and one that is clearly
showing some early positive results for job
creation, wage escalation and private sec-
tor investment.

We can do something similar to Con-
gress here in Louisiana. It’s not too late.
Just because taxing and blaming the pri-
vate sector for the problems of government
has always been a “go-to” move for Louisi-
ana politicians doesn’t mean it has to stay
that way. It’s time to throw away that
playbook forever.

The two-year bridge set a clear expecta-
tion that this plan would be more than
just tax shifts. The expectation was that
any tax proposal at this point would be a
component of a broad, comprehensive plan
to redesign government and make it more
responsive to taxpayers.

This session, any final plan must in-
clude more than just tax shifts. It must
include significant transparency of all
spending at all levels of government, a
rock-solid mechanism to control future
government spending growth and the re-
peal of a host of statutory funds that wall
off dollars from higher education and
health care. It must kick off the process to
modernize expensive legacy programs
such as Medicaid and the state’s pension
plans and make them affordable and via-
ble for future generations. The model of
government created by Huey Long - which
relies on patronage, excessive political
power and the heavy hand of state govern-
ment far too much - must be holistically
transitioned to a system that embraces
the principle of local control and taxation
closest to the people.

No doubt, these reforms are hard to im-
plement, but we have to start this process
at some point. That is why a two-year
bridge was given to prepare for this mo-
ment. The time was given to prepare...
and the time is now to implement.
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MARK CLYDE
DIXON

Celebration of Life Ser-
vice for Mark Clyde Dixon
will be held on Sunday,
January 21, 2018, at 6
o’clock in the evening at
Greater New Hope Bap-
tist Church in Baldwin,
La.

Mark’s earthly vessel
will be lying in repose:

Sunday, January 21,
2018, 4 p.m. — 6 p.m.,
Greater New Hope Bap-
tist Church

Monday, January 22,
2018, 9 am. — 11 a.m.,
Greater New Hope Bap-
tist Church

Dismissal Service will
be Monday, January 22,
2018, at 11 o’clock in the
morning at Greater New
Hope Baptist Church.

Mark Clyde Dixon, af-
fectionately known as
“Dixon” was born the first
child of five children to
Robert Bowser Sr. and
Dolly Dixon on February
6, 1963, in Lafayette, La.

The story of Mark Clyde
Dixon is simple but ex-
traordinary. He accepted
Christ at an early age and
was baptized at the Spe-
cial Providence Baptist
Church in Baldwin, La.
“Dixon” was known for his
warm personality and his
unquestionable attention
to detail. His outstanding
and impeccable dance
skills made him the center
of attention at many social
events.

“Dixon” received both
his primary and secondary
education in the St. Mary
Parish School System. He
graduated from Franklin
Sr. High School in 1981
and continued his
post-secondary education
at Remington College in
Lafayette, La. studying
Business Administration.
Through his educational
journey he made many
lasting friendships that
carried into adulthood.

“Dixon” was no stranger
to hard work. His profes-
sional pedigree included
modeling and styling, dec-
orating, and internet
sales. As a licensed florist
he took great pride in de-
signing beautifully crafted
floral displays for wed-
dings, funerals, showers,
parties and many other
events. As an event plan-
ner he was exceptional at
coordinating many events
and always willing to go
the extra mile to provide
an unmatched level of ser-
vice and décor to all of his
clients.

“Dixon” was employed
at MK DIXON Funeral
Home as a Funeral Direc-
tor Liaison. His role was a
vital part of the MK Dixon
Funeral Home Brand. He
was noted for being the
first to arrive and the last
to leave, making sure the
vision of MK Dixon Funer-
al Home was carried out
with a spirit of excellence
and love.

“Dixon,” a community
activist, was affiliated
with various community
and social organizations.
At the time of his transi-
tion he served as a board
member on the St. Mary
Community Action Agency
Board of Directors and the
Board Liaison to the St.
Mary and Vermilion Par-
ish Head Start Program
Policy Council. As a found-
ing member of the Krewe
of Donnis in Baldwin, La.;
he also served as Co-Presi-
dent. He was also a found-
ing member of the Bald-
win Beautification Com-
mittee.

On Wednesday, January
10, 2018, at the age of 54,
he transitioned from the
earthly plane to his heav-
enly home. “Dixon’s” story
does not end here, for ma-
ny memories will be spo-

ken of for many genera-
tions to come.

He was preceded in
death by his maternal
grandparents: Mary and
Edwin Dixon; paternal
grandparents: Robert
Bowser Sr. and Alice and
Mathew Colbert Sr.; aunts
and uncles: Rosalie Con-
nor, Berniece Burney, Ce-
cile Dixon, Leroy Jenkins,
Martha Bowser, Audrey
Bowser, Zonia Williams,
Oralita Montgomery,
Mary Montgomery, Timo-
thy Bowser, Matthew Col-
bert, Jr., Leroy Colbert
and John Montgomery.

“Dixon’s” legacy will live
on in the hearts of his fam-
ily which includes his
mother and father: Dolly
Dixon and Robert Bowser,
Jr. of Baldwin, La.; his fi-
ancé, Detria Edmond of
Charenton, La.; one
daughter, Taylor Dixon of
Charenton, La.; three
sons: Solomon Freking of
LeMar, La., Trevell Dixon
of Baldwin, La., and Mar-
quall Dixon (Kizzy) of La-
fayette, La.; three grand-
children: Maddix Dixon,
Briley Dixon, and Miesha
Brooks; one brother, Mi-
chael Bowser (Kaye) of
Baldwin, La.; three sis-
ters: Cheryl Lynn Robin-
son (John) and Monica
Wells (Gene) both of
Franklin, La., and Tracy
Jack (Vernon) of Dallas,
TX. He is also survived by,
one stepdaughter, Anissa
Eugene, maternal and pa-
ternal aunts and uncles;
Charlie Martin, Franklin,
La.; Agnes Brown, Kansas
City, KS; Mary (Henry)
Martin, New Orleans, La.;
Mary Jenkins, Baldwin,
La.; Sherry Ann Martin,
Baldwin, La.; Lillie Mary
(Oliver) Sterling, Houston
TX; Charles Ray (Phyllis)
Colbert, San Antonio, TX;
Irma Montgomery, Hous-
ton, TX; Dwight (Orelia)
Bowser Sr., Houston, TX;
Rebecca (Donald) New-
man, Joseph (Lillian)
Bowser Sr., James (Mary)
Bowser, Cheryl (Ronnie)
Shilo all of Beaumont, TX;
four Godchildren: Tamaria
Hawkins, Kimberly
Charles and Akeem Jack-
son and Chazyman Har-
ris; one Godsister, Chantel
Conner-Allen, a host niec-
es, nephews, other rela-
tives and friends, all of
whom he shared a unique
bond with.

MK DIXON Funeral
Home is in charge of final
arrangements, 211 Main
Street, Baldwin, La.
70514, 337-940-9253.
www.mkdixonfh.com.

ADAM RICHARD SR.

Adam Richard Sr, 61, a
resident and native of Pat-
terson, La., passed away
on Saturday December 30,
2017 in Patterson, La.

Memorial Service will
be held on Friday, January
19, 2018 at Jones Funeral
Home, 715 Sixth St. Mor-
gan City at 11 a.m. with
Pastor Keith F. Verrett Sr.,
officiating.

Memories of Adam will
forever remain in the
hearts of his wife, Tammy
Williams Richard; three
sons, Adam (Sonya) Rich-
ard, Jr., Trevor Richard,
and Desmond Richard,;
other children he helped
to raise as his own, Brod-
ney Williams, Chandler
Williams, Shaiza Wil-
liams, Brittany Everage,
and Kayla Williams; a spe-
cial niece, Umeeka Rich-
ard; four sister Betty Jean
Wesley, Mrs. Alvin (Gloria)
Butler, and Josie Car-
mouche all of Patterson,
La., and Christina Stew-
art of Franklin; his devot-
ed friends, eighteen grand-
children; three sisters-in-
law, three brothers-in-law
and a host of nieces, neph-
ews, other relatives and
friends.

Adam was preceded in
death by his parents, a
brother, and a sister.

Jones Funeral Home of
Morgan City-Frank-
lin-Jeanerette-Houma in
charge of arrangements.

Visit www.jones-funer-
al-home.com to send con-
dolences to family.

JAMIE WYNETTE
WHELLER
Funeral Service for Ja-
mie Wynette Wheller will
be Friday, January 19,

2018, 11 a.m. at MK DIX-
ON Funeral Home.

Visitation will be Fri-
day, January 19, 2018,
from 9 a.m. until the com-
mencement of the funeral
service.

Jamie will be interred
in Morning Pilgrim Ceme-
tery in Jeanerette, La.

Jamie Wynette Wheller
was born on January 1,
1979 to the union of Paul
and Flora Green Wheller
in Fort Knox, Kentucky.
She was the third of six
children. She was educat-
ed and reared in Jeaner-
ette, La. On Saturday,
January 6, 2018 this lov-
ing and caring angel tran-
sitioned to her heavenly
home.

She accepted Christ at
an early age, she was bap-
tized at St. Mark Baptist
Church by Rev. Greene.
Jamie loved to shop, cook,
and clean. She was a de-
voted mother to her four
children, always taking

care of them as well as her
nieces and nephews.

Jamie was preceded in
death by her parents, one
brother, Renee Green, ma-
ternal grandparents,
Horace and Myrtle Green,
and her paternal grandfa-
ther, David Wheller.

Her lasting memory will
forever be embedded in
the hearts of her four chil-
dren: Ja’Liyah Wheller,
Ja’Mia Wheller, Ja'Hyre
Wheller and Jacey Proctor
all of Jeanerette, La.; her
siblings: Wayne (Tracey)
Green, Paul (Ruth) Whell-
er, Gloria (Wesley) Hypo-
lite, Chanel Wheller; her
paternal grandmother,
Ruby Scott Wheller; loving
companion who stuck by
her side, Darien Hoskins
along with a her aunts,
uncles, nieces, nephews,
relatives and friends.

CHARLES
HARRISON “JOE”
WIEGMANN

November 6, 1936 —
January 10, 2018

Charles Harrison Wieg-
mann, affectionately
known to most as Joe,
passed away at the age of
81 on Wednesday, January
10, 2018, at Our Lady of
Lourdes Regional Medical
Center in Lafayette.

Joe was a native and
lifelong resident of Center-
ville who worked in the
natural gas industry for
Columbia Gulf for 30
years, retiring many years
ago as an operator. He was
an animal lover through
and through and loved
spending time with his
fur-family.

Joe is survived by one
sister-in-law, Mary Jane
Bauer; numerous nieces
and nephews; as well as
by his close friends and
caregivers, John “Red”,
Patsy, and David Co-
meaux.

He was preceded in
death by his father, Fred-

erick W. Wiegmann; his
mother, Mary Packard
Wiegmann; and four sib-
lings, Mary Lena Wieg-
mann, Dr. Frederick H.
Wiegmann and his wife
Mae Doris Toerner Wieg-
mann, Elbridge M. Wieg-
mann and his wife Wilma
Frederick Wiegmann, and
Carl Wiegmann “Wimpy”
Bauer.

A gathering of family
and friends will be held
Monday, January 15,
2018, at Ibert’s Mortuary
in Franklin from 9 a.m.
until 11 a.m. followed by
burial in the Presbyterian
Cemetery in Centerville.

Family and friends may
view the obituary and ex-
press their condolences
online by visiting www.ib-
erts.com.

Arrangements have
been entrusted to Ibert’s
Mortuary, Inc., 1007 Main
Street, Franklin, La.
70538, (337) 828-5426.

Continued on Page 7
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Brees: No plans to field
offers from other teams

METAIRIE, La. (AP)
— Drew Brees dis-
pensed with technicali-
ties regarding his con-
tract and spoke as if his
return to New Orleans
next season was virtu-
ally assured.

“It’s the same way I
felt two days ago. It’s
the same way I felt 12
years ago. I'll be here
as long as they’ll have
me,” Brees said Tues-
day in the locker room
at Saints headquarters,
where players were
packing up for the off-
season following their
dramatic elimination
from the playoffs in
Minnesota last week-
end.

Brees acknowledged
he’d have leverage if he
chose to listen to offers
from other clubs, but
asserted that he has no
plans to do so for pro-
fessional and personal
reasons.

The Saints have piec-
es in place to be a con-
tender in upcoming sea-
sons, having nearly ad-
vanced to the NFC title
game with a roster fea-
turing numerous first-
and second-year regu-
lars.

“Do I feel like this
team has what it takes?
Yes, I do,” Brees said.

Then there are Brees’
ever-deepening ties to
New Orleans. He was
27 and childless when
he arrived. Now he’s a
father of four who
turned 39 on Monday.

“Certainly, the rela-
tionship with this city
will always play a
strong role in me want-
ing to be here and ...
wanting to finish my
career here,” Brees
said.

And there’s no guar-
antee he’ll have better
synergy with any coach
than he’s had with Sean
Payton.

“We have a great his-
tory together,” Brees
said, recalling how Pay-
ton courted him in 2006

while he was still reha-
bilitating from major
throwing-shoulder sur-
gery. “I'm here because
he believed in me.”

Brees has since
passed for 58,097 yards
and 408 touchdowns,
won a Super Bowl and
led New Orleans to six
playoff berths. This
season, his completion
rate of 72 percent set
an NFL record.

Payton on Tuesday
declined to discuss how
the team will address
Brees’ contract, saying
now is “not the time.”

But letting Brees go
would be costly for New
Orleans — financially
and on the field.

Brees’ contract tech-
nically runs through
2018, but voids auto-
matically when the new
league year begins on
March 14. That was do-
ne for two reasons. The
Saints received salary
cap flexibility they
needed in 2016 by
spreading Brees’ guar-
anteed money over two
more Yyears. Brees
gained leverage be-
cause the Saints lose
$18 million in salary
cap space in 2018 if
they fail to re-sign him.

That’s given Brees
confidence that an ex-
tension is inevitable.

“I don’t plan on this
being something that
goes until March 14th,”
said Brees, who also
spoke about the 2018
Saints as if presuming
he’ll be their QB.

“We have a great win-
dow of opportunity,”
Brees said. “I've been a
part of talented teams
in the past, though,
that have not lived up
to expectations. I’'ve al-
so been a part of teams
that were just gutsy
and gritty, and sur-
passed expectations.

“Bottom line — suc-
cess is dependent upon
your willingness to
work and the way that
guys care about one an-
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other and the sense of
urgency,” Brees contin-
ued. “So while I think
we do have a talented
team, I know that each
year you have to go out
and prove it.”

Several players said
they were still strug-
gling to come to grips
with the sudden, stun-
ning end of their season
on a 61-yard Vikings
touchdown as time ex-
pired Sunday.

“I couldn’t stop think-
ing about it if I wanted
to,” defensive tackle
Sheldon Rankins said.
“Hopefully it’ll be more
fuel than anything and
I can just go train as
hard as I can.”

Payton wore a black
track suit with Saints
emblems on it, as if to
symbolize that he is off
and running in his ef-
fort to build upon the
success of 2017.

“We have to look at
every area we can im-
prove — every area, not
just one specific area,”
Payton declared.
“There’s nothing prom-
ised. We’ve got a lot of
work to do.”

Three significant con-
tributors are entering
free agency: safety Ken-
ny Vaccaro, defensive
end Alex Okafor and of-
fensive lineman Senio
Kelemete.

Meanwhile, 34-year-
old right tackle Zach
Strief, a Week 1 starter
who spent most of the
season on injured re-
serve, said he hasn’t de-
cided whether he’ll re-
tire.

Strief likely would
have to accept a pay cut
and possibly a backup
role if he returns. He’s
due about $3.9 million
next season and his
successor, 2017 first-
round draft choice Ryan
Rameczyk, proved this
season he was ready to
step in. Strief also is re-
habilitating from recon-
structive knee surgery.

“No matter how you
feel in the moment,
sometimes when you're
in training camp and in
your 12th year, you're
like, ‘Man, this is ridic-
ulous. I'm tired of
this,” Strief said. “I felt
like I was playing at a
high level through
training camp, and last
year was one of my bet-
ter years. So I think
physically, it’s some-
thing I can do. But the
reality is there’s as
much mental prepara-
tion as physical.”

Fournette
uninjured in

car accident

JACKSONVILLE,
Fla. (AP) — Jackson-
ville Jaguars running
back Leonard Fournette
escaped injury after he
was involved in what
authorities say was a
minor three-car crash.

The team says the
rookie’s car was
rear-ended about 11:30
a.m. Tuesday, and that
he was not hurt. He was
able to drive home after
the crash.

The Jaguars also say
Fournette signed the
rear bumper of his 2017
Mercedes-Benz May-
bach — it was knocked
off in the wreck — and
gave it to one of the first
responders on the
scene.

The Florida Highway
Patrol says Fournette
was not at fault in the
crash.

Fournette and the
Jaguars play at New
England on Sunday in
the AFC championship
game.

Fournette ran for 109
yards and three touch-
downs in Jacksonville’s
45-42 victory at Pitts-
burgh last Sunday.

FRANKLIN’S BRAYLAN WARD looks for a passing lane during an
earlier contest. Franklin came up on the short end of a 51-35 set-
back at the hands of the Ascension Episcopal School Blue Gators

on Friday.

Maten's shot pulls Georgia
past LSU in 61-60 win

BATON ROUGE, La. (AP) — Yante
Maten’s field goal in the lane with five
seconds remaining gave Georgia a 61-60
Southeastern Conference victory
against LSU on Tuesday night.

The Tigers (11-6, 2-3) pulled ahead
60-59 on a basket by Duop Reath with
39 seconds left, and the game-winning
field goal followed an offensive rebound
by Juwan Parker with 23 seconds to
play.

LSU’s Tremont Waters missed an
off-balance 3-point shot with two sec-
onds remaining.

“I was supposed to set a screen and
pop on the last play,” Maten said. “They
were overplaying that a little bit, so I
went back down inside and Turtle (Jack-
son) did a good job finding me.

The two baskets I made at the end of
the first half helped establish myself.”

Maten was held scoreless for the first
17 minutes of the game, but finished
with a game-high 21 points. Maten
scored 17 of Georgia’s 37 second-half
points, and grabbed 12 rebounds. Derek
Ogbeide added 11 points for the Bull-

dogs (12-5, 3-3).

Brandon Sampson led the Tigers with
17 points. Reath added 12 points and
Skylar Mays had 11. Waters, who was
averaging 16 points a game, was held to
six points.

“It’s just a tale of two halves,” LSU
coach Will Wade said. “We controlled the
pace in the first half. In the second hallf,
they controlled things. They got the ball
to Maten, their best player. They just
beat us up in the paint and beat us up
on the glass.”

Georgia, which trailed 34-24 at half-
time, scored the first eight points of the
second half. Maten made two field goals
in that stretch. The lead exchanged
hands seven times in the last five min-
utes, and neither team had more than a
two-point advantage during that time.

“It was a hard-fought game against a
very good LSU team that is underappre-
ciated,” Georgia coach Mark Fox said.
“We were a little disorganized in the
first half. In the second half, we just
tried to get a little more organized and
obviously, we rebounded the ball better.”
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Obituaries

Continued from Page 5

MARY “ELAINE”
HENSLEE VERRET

Mary “Elaine” Henslee
Verret, 62, a resident of
Bayou Vista and former
longtime resident of
Franklin, passed away
Thursday, January 11,
2018 at Teche Regional
Medical Center.

Elaine was born on
June 26, 1955 in Kassel,
Germany the daughter of
Ernest Henslee and Mar-
got Hoya Henslee.

Elaine loved to spend
time in the outdoors tend-
ing to her garden and en-
joyed spending time doing
various craft projects. She
had a love for all animals,
but especially loved her
dog Petey. Of all the
things that Elaine did in
her life, the joy and love
of her life was her son,
Roy Jr. and everything
that she did, she did for
him.

She will be sadly
missed and lovingly re-
membered by her son,
Roy P. Verret Jr. of Bayou
Vista; her beloved dog
Petey; her husband Roy
P. Verret Sr. of Franklin;
three brothers, Michael
Henslee and wife Karen
of Sorrento, Florida,
Mark Henslee of Frank-
lin, Shane Hoya and wife
Donna of Bayou Vista;
one sister, Lorraine Sin-
itere and husband Arthur
of Berwick; one sister-in-
law, Earline Picard of
Franklin; numerous niec-
es and nephews.

Elaine was preceded in
death by her parents, Er-
nest and Margot Hoya
Henslee; brother-in-law,
Ray Picard; mother and
father-in-law, Ozemae
(Paul) and Bernice Ver-
ret.

Funeral services will be
held at 11 a.m. on Friday,
January 19, 2018 at Twin
City Funeral Home with
Rev. Marty Harden offici-
ating. A visitation will be
held from 5 p.m. until 9
p-m. on Thursday, Janu-
ary 18, 2018 at Twin City
Funeral Home with the
visitation resuming from
10 a.m. until the service
time at 11 a.m. on Friday
at the funeral home. Fol-
lowing the services Elaine
will be laid to rest in the
Franklin Cemetery.

(Paid Notice)

CARRIE FAVORS
PITTS

Carrie Favors Pitts, 73,
a resident of Patterson,
La. and native of Calu-
met, La., passed away on
Wednesday, January 10,
2018 at 9:07 a.m. at her
residence.

Visitation will be ob-
served on Saturday, Jan-
uary 20, 2018 at the St.
Luke Baptist Church,
1709 Harry St., Patter-
son, La., from 9:00 a.m.
until funeral services at
11:00 a.m., with Reverend
Keith Verrett, Officiating.
Burial will follow funeral
services in the Home In-
dustrial Cemetery in Pat-
terson, La.

Memories of Carrie will
forever remain in the
hearts of her son, Law-
rence (Jerl) Edwards, III;
her daughter, Monica
Charles both of Patter-
son, La.; one brother, Wil-
lie Favors, Jr. of Sacra-
mento, CA; one sister,
Pearl Favors of Franklin,
La.; ten grandchildren,
twelve great-grandchil-
dren as well as a host of
nieces, nephews and oth-
er relatives and friends.

Carrie was preceded in
death husband, a son, her
parents, two sisters, and
four brothers.

Jones Funeral Home of
Morgan City/Franklin/
Jeanerette/Houma in
charge of arrangements.

RANDTRELL

DEANDRE WADE

Randtrell Deandre
Wade, 27, a native of Ter-
rebonne Parish and a res-
ident of Chauvin, La.,
passed away peacefully at
8:35 p.m. on Wednesday,
January 10, 2018.

Visitation will be from 8
a.m. until funeral time at
10 a.m. on Saturday, Jan-
uary 20, 2018 at Jones
Funeral Home chapel,
6775 West Park Avenue

in Houma. Burial will fol-
low in Southdown Ceme-
tery.

He is survived by his
mother, Hazel McKay
Johnson (Augusta) of
Chauvin; brothers, Mon-
trell McKay of Franklin
and Quincey McKay of
Morgan City; daughters,
Mrs. Henry (Latisha)
Griffin, Jasmine Wade
and Paris Johnson of
Chauvin; two sisters-in-

law, eight nephews; four
nieces; and a host of other
relatives and friends.

He was preceded in
death by his grandpar-
ents, a uncle, and two
cousins.

Arrangements entrust-
ed to Jones Funeral Home
of Houma-Morgan
City-Jeanerette-Franklin.

Visit www.jones-funer-
al-home.com to send con-
dolences to family.

DORETHEA BROWN

Funeral Service honor-
ing the life of Doretha
Brown will be held Satur-
day, January 20, 2017, 11
a.m., at Asbury United
Methodist Church,
Franklin, La. Pastor Dar-
lene Moore will officiate
the service.

The family has request-
ed that visitation be Sat-
urday, January 20, 2017,
from 9 a.m.-11 a.m., at

Asbury United Methodist
Church.

She will be interred in
Pecot Street Cemetery.

“A Woman for the Ages”

Doretha Brown was
born in rural St. Mary
Parish and at age 11 her
family moved to Franklin,
La. She was the daughter
of Johnny Brown Sr. and
Viola Drexler Brown. She
was

Continued on Page 12
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Ask the Doctors Dr. Eve Glazier and Dr. Elizabeth Ko

No matter the time
of day, always wear
sunscreen

Dear Doctor: Be-
cause I have fair skin
and live in an area
with a lot of sun, I try
to do my outdoor activ-
ities early in the day
(before 9 a.m.) or late
in the afternoon (after
4 p.m.). Do I still need
to wear sunscreen?

Dear Reader: In a
word, yes. If your goal
is to protect your skin
from sun damage,
which includes sun-
burn, wrinkles and a
range of cancers, our
advice is to wear sun-
screen during the day-
light hours. In fact, re-
search now shows that
even a light tan is a
sign of sun damage.

This dawn-to-dusk
timing for sunscreen

Garfield by Jim Davis

TIME TO STARE
OFF INTO SPACE

The Grizzwells by Bill Schorr
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application may seem
counterintuitive; after
all, sunlight looks and
feels markedly weaker
during the early morn-
ing and late afternoon
than at midday. While
it’s true that the sun’s
rays are strongest be-
tween 10 a.m. and 4
p.m., the fact is that
from the moment it
appears above the
horizon to the instant
it vanishes from sight,
our closest star is
sending a full dose of
skin-damaging ultra-
violet radiation our
way.

How can that be?

Sun damage is
caused by two types of
radiation — ultravio-
let A and B, better
known as UVA and
UVB. These are part of
a broad spectrum of

G\GH1) SOMETIMES T
WeNDER IF PEoPLE
HAE THE SAME

e WY
Beatle Bailey by Mort Walker

THEY
PAT

Lo

light, which includes
the light we can see.
But because ultravio-
let rays are shorter
than rays of visible
light, they can’t be
seen with the naked
eye. However, what
you can’t see definitely
can hurt you.

The so-called “sun-
burn ray” is UVB. It
has a slightly shorter
wavelength than UVA,
and is not as concen-
trated in the early
morning and late af-
ternoon. The highest
amounts of UVB radia-
tion reach us between
10 a.m. and 4 p.m. in
the months of April
through October. And
while UVB accounts
for only 5 to 10 per-
cent of all UV radia-
tion that reaches us, it
plays a key part in the
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onset of skin cancer.

By contrast, UVA
maintains the same
intensity all day,
which makes dawn-to-
dusk sunscreen use
important. UVA is re-
sponsible for signs of
aging, like wrinkles
and dark spots. It also
damages certain cells
in the basal layer of
the epidermis, which
is where most skin
cancers form. In the
past, UVA was ab-
solved of a cancer con-
nection. Now, however,
researchers believe
that it plays a role in
cellular changes that
lead to cancer.

The other thing to
know is that UVA can
penetrate clouds and
glass. When you’re rid-
ing in a car, sitting
near a window or

Today in History

spending time out-
doors in poor weather,
you're still in the path
of UVA rays. Reflective
surfaces, such as wa-
ter, snow, ice and
glass, refract up to 80
percent of the UVA
and UVB rays that hit
them. That means
you're getting close to
a double dose of the
sun’s harmful rays.
And don’t forget that
the sun’s rays become
more potent at higher
altitudes.

Our final word of ad-
vice is to be sure to
use sunscreen rated
for both UVA and UVB
radiation. It will be
clearly marked on the
label. Use it generous-
ly and reapply accord-
ing to product instruc-
tions. Your skin will
thank you.

Today is Wednesday, Jan. 17, the 17th day of 2018.
There are 348 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlights in History:

On Jan. 17, 1893, Hawaii’s monarchy was overthrown
as a group of businessmen and sugar planters forced
Queen Lili'uokalani (lee-LEE’-00-oh-kah-LAH’-nee) to
abdicate. The 19th president of the United States, Ruth-
erford B. Hayes, died in Fremont, Ohio, at age 70.

On this date:

In 1781, during the Revolutionary War, American
forces defeated the British in the Battle of Cowpens,

South Carolina.

In 1806, Thomas Jefferson’s daughter, Martha, gave
birth to James Madison Randolph, the first child born in

the White House.

In 1917, Denmark ceded the Virgin Islands to the
United States for $25 million.

In 1929, the cartoon character Popeye the Sailor made
his debut in the “Thimble Theatre” comic strip.

In 1945, Soviet and Polish forces liberated Warsaw
during World War II; Swedish diplomat Raoul Wallen-
berg, credited with saving tens of thousands of Jews,
disappeared in Hungary while in Soviet custody.

In 1953, a prototype of the Chevrolet Corvette was un-
veiled during the General Motors Motorama at the Wal-
dorf Astoria Hotel in New York.

In 1961, President Dwight D. Eisenhower delivered
his farewell address in which he warned against “the ac-
quisition of unwarranted influence, whether sought or
unsought, by the military-industrial complex.”

In 1966, a U.S. Air Force B-52 carrying four unarmed
hydrogen bombs crashed on the Spanish coast. (Three of
the bombs were quickly recovered, but the fourth wasn’t
recovered until April.) The Simon & Garfunkel album
“Sounds of Silence” was released by Columbia Records.

In 1977, convicted murderer Gary Gilmore, 36, was
shot by a firing squad at Utah State Prison in the first

U.S. execution in a decade.

In 1984, the U.S. Supreme Court, in Sony Corp. of
America v. Universal City Studios, Inc., ruled 5-4 that
the use of home video cassette recorders to tape televi-
sion programs for private viewing did not violate federal

copyright laws.

In 1995, more than 6,000 people were killed when an
earthquake with a magnitude of 7.2 devastated the city

of Kobe (koh-bay), Japan.

In 1998, the Drudge Report said Newsweek magazine
had killed a story about an affair between President Bill
Clinton and an unidentified White House intern, the
same day Clinton gave a deposition in Paula Jones’ sex-
ual harassment lawsuit against him in which he denied
having had a sexual relationship with Monica Lewinsky.

NEA Crossword Puzzle

ACROSS 44Guzzle
1 Yellow 48 Powerless
jacket S0Pay
5 Physics attention to
particle 52 Year-end
10 Wild dog decoration
12 Chase 53 Morose
13 Vein 54Spllt to jOiI’l
opposite 55 — -in-the-
14 Soprano wool
— Farrell
15Tree DOWN
house? 1 Merchan-
16 Touch dise
of frost 2 Doesn’t
18 Heavy- hesitate
hearted 3 Less
19 Population complete
survey 4 —
22 Luau excellence
greeting 5 On the
25 Goes fast — vive
29 Mr. Karloff 6 Web
30 Brownish- addresses
gray 7 Aboard
32 Winter ship
precip 8 Was
33Buy a sorry for
round 8 Mammoth
34 0Ochoa Cave loc.
of golf 10 Painter
37 — nous Vermeer
38Gotobed 11 Spacek
40 Formic biopic role
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producer {2 wds.)
43 Md. 17NASA
neighbor destination
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20— Bunny  40Indigo
21 Hunting plant
dog 41 Prefix for
22 Crunch second
targets 42 Cough
23 Recline syrup
lazily meas.
24Sandwich 45— E.
cookie Coyote
26 With deep 46 Readied
sincerity the bubbly
27 Four- 47 lke’s rank
hands 48 Sporty
piece truck
28 Bandy 49 Writer
words Harper —
31 Summer 51Belly
in Quebec dance
35Banister instrument
post
36 Off-roader
(Abbr.)
39Fleming
and Holm
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(Eve Glazier, M.D.,
MBA, is an internist
and assistant profes-
sor of medicine at UC-
LA Health. Elizabeth
Ko, M.D., is an inter-
nist and primary care
physician at UCLA
Health.)

skoskokoskosk sk

(Send your ques-
tions to askthedoc-
tors@mednet.ucla.edu,
or write: Ask the Doc-
tors, c/o Media Rela-
tions, UCLA Health,
924 Westwood Blvd.,
Suite 350, Los Ange-
les, CA, 90095. Owing
to the volume of mail,
personal replies can-
not be provided.)
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SYNDICATION

By Eugenia Last
CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22-Jan. 19) -- An
innovative idea can give
a presentation some
needed pizazz. Welcome
input and be ready to
collaborate with peo-
ple just as eager to try
something new.
AQUARIUS
(Jan. 20-Feb. 19)
Trusting someone with
your money Or posses-
sions will lead to disap-
pointment. Do your re-
search and be willing to
walk away from a deal
that poses many unan-
swered questions.
PISCES  (Feb.
20-March 20) Take
care of personal money
matters and documents
that need to be dealt
with before tax time.
Being fully prepared
will lead to savings and
greater opportunities.
ARIES (March
21-April 19) Don’t
accept help unless you
know what’s expected of
you in return. Someone
will have a change of
heart and let you down.
Get the skinny before
you make a commit-
ment.

TAURUS (April
20-May 20) -- Partner-
ships will work well for
you. Collaborate with
someone to come up with
a plan that can help you
advance. Control your
emotions when dealing
with personal matters.

GEMINI (May
21-June 20) -- Personal
improvements will build
your confidence and give
you a greater sense of
what you have to offer.
Love and romance will
change how or where
you live.

CANCER (June
21-July 22) Intelli-
gence will be required
when dealing with per-
sonal money, health or
legal matters. Take a
pass if someone urges
you to take a shortcut or
to let someone else han-
dle your affairs.

LEO (July 23-
Aug. 22) -- Emotions will
surface if you can’t come
to terms with what oth-
ers want. Don’t be afraid
to do your own thing, cut
your overhead and lower
stress.

VIRGO  (Aug.
23-Sept. 22) -- An ener-
getic schedule will be
illuminating. Try new
things and challenge
your strength, courage
and discipline. Stay fo-
cused and you will make
a difference. Romance is
encouraged.

LIBRA  (Sept.
23-Oct. 23) -- Take on a
physical challenge and
re-evaluate your feelings
and domestic situation.
A change may be neces-
sary, but first you must
come up with a strategy.

SCORPIO (Oct.
24-Nov. 22) -- Don’t let
an emotional response
you receive deter you
from following your
heart. You must live life
your way if you want to
find peace and happi-
ness.

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 23-Dec. 21) -- Keep
your thoughts secret.
Saying or revealing
something prematurely
will put you in an awk-
ward position. Speak the
truth or say nothing at
all.
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ST. MARY PARISH PLANNING
& ZONING - PUBLIC HEARING
JANUARY 22

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
St. Mary Parish Planning Commission will hold a
PUBLIC HEARING on Monday, January 22,
2018 AT 5:45 P.M. in the Parish Council Meeting
Room, Fifth Floor Courthouse, Franklin,
Louisiana, for the following purposes:

REZONE REQUEST:

Rezoning of property by Capital Growth
Buchalter, Inc. in a Single Family Residential
(SR) Zoned District to General Commercial (GC)
Zoned District located at 9216 & 9218 Hwy. 182,
Centerville, LA-Sec. 37 T15S R10E;

-Parcel |d# 2474581001.00-Lot BD A W Eti-
enne-A W Etienne-Pub Road-A W Etienne Acq.
45S 280511

-Parcel 1d# 2474581002.00-Lot BD Teche-
Luke and Senette-Hwy. 90 and Senette-Crochet
Acq. 322 322895.

All persons are invited to this meeting to sub-
mit their approval or objections to the above Re-
zone Request.

St. Mary Parish Planning & Zoning Commis-
sion

William Gil, Chairman

Advertise; January 7, 10 and 17, 2018.

16TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
COURT- AMENDED BUDGET

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the Sixteenth Judicial
District Court has complied with Louisiana
Revised Statute 39:1307 relative to public partic-
ipation in the budget process for the amended
budget for the year ending December 31, 2017
and the projected budget for the year ending
December 31, 2018. Notice of availability for
public inspection, publication of the budget and
public hearing was held in compliance with appli-
cable statute.

Curtis Sigur
Chief Judge
Sixteenth Judicial District Court

Advertised January 17, 2018

CONSOLIDATED GRAVITY
DRAINAGE DIST. 1 -DEC. 11
MEETING MINUTES

MINUTES OF THE ST. MARY PARISH
CONSOLIDATED GRAVITY DRAINAGE DIS-
TRICTNO. 1

The regular meeting of the St. Mary Parish
Consolidated Gravity Drainage District No. 1 was
held on Monday, December 11, 2017 at 6:00
P.M. at the Drainage District Office in Franklin,
Louisiana. The following were:

Present:

Chad Gianfala — President

Donnie Cooks — Vice President
Cleveland Jackson — Secretary — Treasurer
Earlon Arnaud — Board Member
Alton Broussard, Jr — Board Member
Lamonika Dwyer — Board Member
J.P. Hebert, Jr — Board Member
Harry Pontiff — Supervisor

Dana L. Marcotte — Office Manager
Absent:

None

Guest:

None

The minutes of the regular meeting held on
Monday, November 13, 2017 were approved as
written with a motion made by Mr. J.P. Hebert, Jr.
and seconded by Mr. Earlon Arnaud. Motion car-
ried.

After a review of the Profit & Loss YTD report
and the Bills Paid Prior month report, a motion
was made by Mr. Donnie Coots and seconded
by Ms. Lamonika Dwyer that the invoices as per
the Bills Paid Prior month report dated
November 2017 be approved for payment.
Motion carried.

Supervisor Pontiff gave the Equipment Work
Report for November 2017.

A discussion was had to re-elect the officers as
follows:

Chad Gianfala. President, Donnie Coots, Vice
President & Cleveland Jackson, Secretary-
Treasurer. A motion was made by Mr. Earlon
Arnaud and seconded by Mr. Alton Broussard,
Jr. by acclamation to re-elect the officers all were
in favor, motion carried.

A discussion was held regarding the broker han-
dling St. Mary Parish Consolidated Gravity
Drainage District No. 1's Blue Cross Blue Shield
Policy and our Humana Insurance Policy. A
motion was made by Mr. Earlon Arnaud and sec-
onded by Mr. Cleveland Jackson to change to C
& W Financial Services, Inc. A voice was taken.

YEAS: 6
NAYS: 0
ABSTAINED: 1
ABSENT: 0

A motion was made by Mr. J.P. Hebert, Jr. and
seconded by Mr. Earlon Arnaud to have
Supervisor Pontiff to accept a state contract to
purchase a John Deere 6120E Cab Tractor at a
price of $73,718.96. Supervisor Pontiff was
advised to obtain bids for a Nurse Tank and a
Spray Rig.

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by
Mr. Earlon Arnaud and seconded by Mr.
Cleveland Jackson. Motion carried.

APPROVED:

s/g: CLEVELAND JACKSON
SECRETARY-TREASURER
s/g: CHAD GIANFALA
PRESIDENT
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STATE OF LOUISIANA
STATE LAND OFFICE
1440 NOP
NOTICE FOR PUBLICATION
STATE OF LOUISIANA

DIVISION OF ADMINISTRATION
STATE LAND OFFICE

P. O. BOX 44124, CAPITOL STATION
BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70804

By virtue of and in conformity with the provisions
of Louisiana Revised Statutes 41:1211, et seq.,
sealed bids will be accepted on or before the 2nd
day of February, 2018, at eleven o’clock a.m.,
for the sole purpose of constructing and main-
taining a single habitable structure on the follow-
ing described tract in St. Mary Parish, Louisiana,
to-wit:

A certain tract of State owned (nonsevered) land
identified as
Campsite Lot No.
Houseboat Area D,
In front of Sec. 9, T17S, R12E, Louisiana
Meridian

D-7, Sweet Bay Lake

All bids must be forwarded by United States Mail
to the State Land Office, Post Office Box 44124,
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, 70804 or delivered to
1201 North Third Street, Suite G-223, and must
be accompanied by check or money order for full
amount of first year’s rental of not less than
Three Hundred Sixty-Seven and
00/100—($367.00)—Dollars per year for a term
of ten (10) years.

The word BID and the DATE the bid is to be
opened should be written on the outside of the
envelope containing your bid so that it will not be
opened with the regular mail.

The failure of the tenant to pay the rent punctu-
ally, or before the date upon which said rental
shall fall due, shall ipso facto and without
demand or putting in default terminate and can-
cel said lease.

THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY AND ALL BIDS IS
RESERVED.

JONATHAN ROBILLARD
PUBLIC LAND ADMINSTRATOR
STATE LAND OFFICE

PUBLISH IN: St. Mary and Franklin Banner-
Tribune

ON: January 17, 24, & 31
NOTE: SUCCESSFUL BIDDER MUST PAY
THE ADVERTISING CHARGES.

STATE OF LOUISIANA
STATE LAND OFFICE
1438 NOP

NOTICE FOR PUBLICATION

STATE OF LOUISIANA

DIVISION OF ADMINISTRATION
STATE LAND OFFICE

P. O. BOX 44124, CAPITOL STATION
BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70804

By virtue of and in conformity with the provisions
of Louisiana Revised Statutes 41:1211, et seq.,
sealed bids will be accepted on or before the 2nd
day of February, 2018, at eleven o’clock a.m.,
for the sole purpose of constructing and main-
taining a single habitable structure on the follow-
ing described tract in St. Mary Parish, Louisiana,
to-wit:

A certain tract of State owned (nonsevered) land
identified as
Campsite Lot No.
Houseboat Area D,
In front of Sec. 9, T17S, R12E, Louisiana
Meridian

D-9, Sweet Bay Lake

All bids must be forwarded by United States Mail
to the State Land Office, Post Office Box 44124,
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, 70804 or delivered to
1201 North Third Street, Suite G-223, and must
be accompanied by check or money order for full
amount of first year’s rental of not less than
Three Hundred Sixty-Seven and
00/100—($367.00)—Dollars per year for a term
of ten (10) years.

The word BID and the DATE the bid is to be
opened should be written on the outside of the
envelope containing your bid so that it will not be
opened with the regular mail.

The failure of the tenant to pay the rent punctu-
ally, or before the date upon which said rental
shall fall due, shall ipso facto and without
demand or putting in default terminate and can-
cel said lease.

THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY AND ALL BIDS IS
RESERVED.

JONATHAN ROBILLARD
PUBLIC LAND ADMINSTRATOR
STATE LAND OFFICE

PUBLISH IN: St. Mary and Franklin Banner-
Tribune

ON: January 17, 24, & 31
NOTE: SUCCESSFUL BIDDER MUST PAY
THE ADVERTISING CHARGES.

STATE OF LOUISIANA
STATE LAND OFFICE
1439 NOP

NOTICE FOR PUBLICATION

STATE OF LOUISIANA

DIVISION OF ADMINISTRATION
STATE LAND OFFICE

P. 0. BOX 44124, CAPITOL STATION
BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70804

By virtue of and in conformity with the provisions
of Louisiana Revised Statutes 41:1211, et seq.,
sealed bids will be accepted on or before the 2nd
day of February, 2018, at eleven o’clock a.m.,
for the sole purpose of constructing and main-
taining a single habitable structure on the follow-
ing described tract in St. Mary Parish, Louisiana,
to-wit:

A certain tract of State owned (nonsevered) land
identified as

Campsite Lot No. D-12, Sweet Bay Lake
Houseboat Area D,

In front of Sec. 9, T17S, R12E, Louisiana
Meridian

All bids must be forwarded by United States Mail
to the State Land Office, Post Office Box 44124,
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, 70804 or delivered to
1201 North Third Street, Suite G-223, and must
be accompanied by check or money order for full
amount of first year’s rental of not less than
Three Hundred Sixty-Seven and
00/100—($367.00)—Dollars per year for a term
of ten (10) years.

The word BID and the DATE the bid is to be
opened should be written on the outside of the
envelope containing your bid so that it will not be
opened with the regular mail.

The failure of the tenant to pay the rent punctu-
ally, or before the date upon which said rental
shall fall due, shall ipso facto and without
demand or putting in default terminate and can-

cel said lease.
THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY AND ALL BIDS IS
RESERVED.

JONATHAN ROBILLARD
PUBLIC LAND ADMINSTRATOR
STATE LAND OFFICE

PUBLISH IN: St. Mary and Franklin Banner-
Tribune

ON: January 17, 24, & 31
NOTE: SUCCESSFUL BIDDER MUST PAY
THE ADVERTISING CHARGES.

16TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
ATTORNEY -PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

ANNUAL BUDGET
FOR FISCAL YEAR 2018

16t Judicial District Attorney
Iberia, St. Mary and St. Martin

The annual budget for the Sixteenth Judicial
District Attorney’s Office for fiscal year January 1
to December 31, 2018, has been:

made available for public inspection, as required
by RS 39:1308, prior to the public hearing on the
budget; and

advertised, as required by RS 39:1307, for a
public hearing, which was held on Monday,
December 18, 2017, in the Sixteenth Judicial
District Attorney —New Iberia Office, 300 Iberia
St. Suite 200, New Iberia, Louisiana

All actions, required by law, to adopt and other-
wise finalize the 2018 Budget have been taken
and completed prior to the end of the 2017 fiscal
year.

M. Bofill Duhé
District Attorney
Sixteenth Judicial District

Advertised January 17, 2018

ST. MARY PARISH COUNCIL -
DECEMBER 20 MEETING MIN-
UTES

PUBLIC HEARING
DECEMBER 20, 2017
FRANKLIN, LOUISIANA

The St. Mary Parish Council held a
Public Hearing on this date with Chairman
Gabriel Beadle presiding and the following mem-
bers present: J Ina, Dale Rogers, Ken Singleton,
Patrick Hebert, James Bennett, Sterling Fryou,
and Kevin Voisin. Absent were Rev. Craig
Mathews, Glen Hidalgo, and Paul P. Naquin, Jr.

The purpose of the Public Meeting was to
receive written and/or oral comments and to
adopt the following ordinances:

An Ordinance amending and re-enacting
Ordinance No. 2097 adopting the 2017
Combined Budgets of Revenues and
Expenditures for the Parish of St. Mary, State of
Louisiana.

An Ordinance amending Ordinance No. 2029
setting the salary of the Clerk of the Council of
St. Mary Parish, Louisiana.

There were no written or oral comments received
regarding the proposed ordinances.

Clerk of the Council, Mrs. Lisa
Morgan, stated that the Administration presented
a list of amendments to the 2017 Second Budget
Amendment in addition to the amendments pre-
sented at the November 29, 2017 Regular
Meeting for the 2017 Combined Budgets of
Revenues and Expenditures for consideration of
adoption at the December 20, 2017 Regular
Meeting.

There being no further business, Mr. Voisin
moved for adjournment. Mr. Fryou seconded the
motion, which carried.

s/g Lisa C. Morgans/g Gabriel Beadle

Lisa C. Morgan, Clerk
Gabriel Beadle, Chairman

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF
THE ST. MARY PARISH COUNCIL OF THE
PARISH OF ST. MARY, STATE OF LOUISIANA

DECEMBER 20, 2017
FRANKLIN, LOUISIANA

The St. Mary Parish Council met on this date in
Regular Session with Chairman Gabriel Beadle
presiding and the following members present:
Rev. Craig Mathews, J Ina, Dale Rogers, Glen
Hidalgo, Ken Singleton, Patrick Hebert, James
Bennett, Sterling Fryou, and Kevin Voisin.
Absent was Paul P. Naquin, Jr.

The Invocation was pronounced by Mr. Bennett
and the Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mr.
Fryou.

Mr. Voisin moved that the reading of the minutes
of the First Regular Meeting, December 13, 2017
be dispensed with and that the same be
approved. Mr. Fryou seconded the motion,
which carried.

Parish President, David Hanagriff, stated that
2017 was an uneventful year regarding the
economy and that he is looking forward to 2018.
He stated that he appreciated working with the
Council and wished them a Merry Christmas and
a Happy New Year.

Chief Administrative Officer, Henry “Bo”
LaGrange, informed that St. Mary Parish Public
Works Director, Mr. George Mikhael is retiring at
the end of this year, thanked him for his many
years of service and wished him well on his
retirement.

Mr. LaGrange also informed that he has appoint-
ed Mr. Jean Paul Bourg of Morgan City as the
new Public Works Director who will begin work
the first week of January 2018. Mr. Bourg has a
Bachelor of Science Degree in Agriculture
Business, has an Entomology License, and an
AD Mosquito Control Supervisor License. He
currently serves as Public Works Supervisor with
the City of Morgan City and serves on the
Consolidated Drainage District No. 2 Board of
Commissioners.

Mr. Hanagriff thanked Mr. Mikhael for the 27
years of service in St. Mary Parish and the 17

years of service with St. Mary Parish
Government and wished him well on his retire-
ment. Mr. Hanagriff looks forward to working
with Jean Paul Bourg.

In response to Rev. Mathew’s inquiry, Mr.
LaGrange stated that the Public Works Director
job description is outlined in the Charter and will
include any other duties or responsibilities of the
Chief Administrative Office. Mr. LaGrange also
stated that the Parish is currently under a mos-
quito contract through September 2018. The
Council will be made aware of any additional
changes that may occur.

Mr. Voisin moved that the Public Hearing Report,
December 13, 2017 be approved. Mr. Hebert
seconded the motion, which carried.

Mr. Voisin moved that the following Ordinance
with amendments presented at the November
29, 2017 and the December 20, 2017 Regular
Meeting be adopted. Rev. Mathews seconded
the motion, which carried by the following 10-0-
0-1 Roll Call vote:

YEAS: Rev. Mathews, Messrs. Ina, Rogers,
Hidalgo, Singleton, Hebert, Bennett, Fryou,
Voisin, and Beadle

NAYS: None

ABSTAIN: None
ABSENT: Mr. Naquin
ORDINANCE NO. 2116

An Ordinance amending and re-enacting
Ordinance No. 2097 adopting the 2017
Combined Budgets of Revenues and
Expenditures for the Parish of St. Mary, State of
Louisiana.

THIS ORDINANCE IS AVAILABLE FOR
REVIEW IN THE PARISH COUNCILS OFFICE

Mr. Voisin moved that the following Ordinance be
adopted. Mr. Singleton seconded the motion,
which carried by the following 10-0-0-1 Roll Call
vote:

YEAS: Messrs. Ina, Rogers, Hidalgo,
Singleton, Hebert, Bennett, Fryou, Voisin,
Beadle, and Rev. Mathews

NAYS: None

ABSTAIN: None
ABSENT: Mr. Naquin

ORDINANCE NO. 2117

An Ordinance amending Ordinance No. 1994
setting the salary of the
Clerk of the Council
Louisiana.

of St. Mary Parish,

THIS ORDINANCE IS AVAILABLE FOR
REVIEW IN THE PARISH COUNCILS OFFICE

Mr. Beadle requested to place Item 13A,
“Resolution of Respect in memory of Mr. Wayne
Stevens” on the next Parish Council’s Meeting
Agenda on January 10, 2018.

Mr. Rogers moved that the following Resolutions
be adopted. Mr. Hebert seconded the motion,
which carried by the following 10-0-0-1 Roll Call
vote:

YEAS: Messrs. Rogers, Hidalgo, Singleton,
Hebert, Bennett, Fryou, Voisin, Beadle, Rev.
Mathews, and Mr. Ina

NAYS: None

ABSTAIN: None
ABSENT: Mr. Naquin
RESOLUTION

A resolution authorizing David Hanagriff, the
President of St. Mary Parish to execute an
amendment to the Cooperative Endeavor
Agreement with State of Louisiana, Department
of Wildlife & Fisheries and Facility Planning &
Control relative to Burns Point Fishing Pier
Project.

BE IT RESOLVED, that David Hanagriff,
President of the Parish of St. Mary, be and he is
hereby authorized and directed, for and on
behalf of the Parish Council, to execute an
amendment to the Cooperative Endeavor
Agreement with State of Louisiana, Department
of Wildlife & Fisheries and Facility Planning &
Control relative to Burns Point Fishing Pier
Project, with said Agreement to contain such
terms, conditions and stipulations as he may
best see fit, he being fully authorized in the
premises.

ADOPTED AND APPROVED by the St. Mary
Parish Council in regular session convened on

this the 20th day of December 2017.
APPROVED:

s/g Gabriel Beadle
GABRIEL BEADLE, CHAIRMAN
ST. MARY PARISH COUNCIL

ATTEST:
s/g Lisa C. Morgan

LISA C. MORGAN, CLERK
ST. MARY PARISH COUNCIL

RESOLUTION OF ACCEPTANCE

Resolution authorizing and directing the
President to execute for and on behalf of the
Parish of St. Mary, a Certificate of Substantial
Completion from Blanchard Contractors, Inc. rel-
ative to the South Willow Street Storm Water
Pump Station.

WHEREAS, Blanchard Contractors, Inc., 15444
Highway 3235, Cut Off, Louisiana 70345, has
substantially completed the South Willow Street
Storm Water Pump Station.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the
Parish of St. Mary that the President be and he
is hereby empowered, authorized and directed to
execute a Certificate of Substantial Completion

Continued on Page 10
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for and on behalf of the Parish of St. Mary
accepting the South Willow Street Storm Water
Pump Station.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that he be
authorized and directed to have a copy of said
Certificate of Substantial Completion recorded in
the mortgage records of St. Mary Parish,
Louisiana.

ADOPTED AND APPROVED by the St. Mary
Parish Council in regular session convened on

this the 20t day of December 2017.
APPROVED

s/g Gabriel Beadle
GABRIEL BEADLE, CHAIRMAN
ST. MARY PARISH COUNCIL

ATTEST:

s/g Lisa C. Morgan

LISA C. MORGAN, CLERK
ST. MARY PARISH COUNCIL

Mr. Hidalgo moved that the following Resolution
be adopted. Mr. Singleton seconded the motion,
which carried by the following 10-0-0-1 Roll Call
vote:

YEAS: Messrs. Hidalgo, Singleton, Hebert,
Bennett, Fryou, Voisin, Beadle, Rev. Mathews,
Messrs. Ina, and Rogers

NAYS: None

ABSTAIN: None
ABSENT: Mr. Naquin
RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Bayou Vista Garden Club began
dissolution procedures on May 31, 2017, and

WHEREAS, the Bayou Vista Garden Club has
taken care of the Beautification of the Southeast
Boulevard and the Community Center in Bayou
Vista, and

WHEREAS, the Bayou Vista Garden Club edu-
cated the children at Bayou Vista Elementary
School, worked with Keep St. Mary Beautiful for
litter control and handled the Christmas Lighting
Contest in Bayou Vista, and

WHEREAS, the Bayou Vista Garden Club was
instrumental with many civic and roadside beau-
tification projects and won numerous awards for
their worthy projects, and

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the
St. Mary Parish Council does hereby thank the
Bayou Vista Garden Club for generously their
civic service and instilling pride in their commu-
nity.

ADOPTED AND APPROVED in by the St. Mary
Parish Council in regular session convened on

this the 20t day of December 2017.

APPROVED:

s/g Gabriel Beadle

GABRIEL BEADLE, CHAIRMAN
ST. MARY PARISH COUNCIL

ATTEST:

s/g Lisa C. Morgan

LISA C. MORGAN, CLERK
ST. MARY PARISH COUNCIL

Ms. Donna Bucci, Ms. Janice Verrett, and Ms.
Donna Richard, former officers of the Bayou
Vista Garden Club thanked the Council and the
Parish for their support while it was active.

NEW BUSINESS:

Melissa Gregg Blake, Director of Government
Affairs, Cox Communications has written to
inform the Council that effective on or about
January 7, 2018, the pricing of Cox’s video serv-
ices will change to reflect the increased costs of
doing business.

The primary reason for the increase in the retail
price of cable television is the rising wholesale
cost of television programming.

It's important to note that, in addition to absorb-
ing a large portion of the increased costs of pro-
gramming, Cox has introduced many service
enhancements within the past year.

All of our customers are notified of the new
prices 30 days in advance through messages in
their bills.

Appointments to the following Boards and
Commissions:

St. Joseph Recreation
Committee — 3 Vacancies

Park Advisory

Gail Nelson

Clerk of the Council, Mrs. Lisa C. Morgan,
reported that late applications were received
from Annie K. Boyd, and present members
Celitha M. Parker, Granderson Hamilton, and
Roy Mitchell.

Mr. Ina requested to place this item on the next
Parish Council's Meeting Agenda on January 10,
2018.

Mr. Ina moved that Gail Nelson be appointed to
the St. Joseph Recreation Park Advisory
Committee Board of Commission. Rev.
Mathews seconded the motion, which carried.

Fire Protection District No. 1 (Cypremort
Point) — 3 Vacancies

Theresa S. Trosclair
Mr. Rogers moved that Theresa S. Trosclair be
appointed to the Fire Protection District No. 1

Board of Commission. Rev. Mathews seconded
the motion, which carried.

16th Judicial District Children and Youth
Planning Board — 4 Vacancies

No applications received.
Board of Adjustments (SMP) — 1 Vacancy

Larry J. Hotard, Il — Present Member

Mr. Hidalgo moved that Larry J. Hotard, Ill be
reappointed to the Board of Adjustments Board
of Commission. Mr. Singleton seconded the
motion, which carried.

Recreation District No. 7 (Shadyside/Ricohoc
Area) — 1 Vacancy

No applications received.

Mrs. Morgan reported that a late application was
received from Mr. Bonnes Joseph Guidry.

Mr. Hidalgo requested to place this item on the
next Parish Council's Meeting Agenda on
January 10, 2018.

There being no further business, Mr. Fryou
moved for adjournment. Mr. Voisin seconded
the motion, which carried.

s/g Lisa C. Morgans/g Gabriel Beadle
Lisa C. Morgan, ClerkGabriel Beadle, Chairman
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ST. MARY PARISH COUNCIL
ORDINANCE 2118

ORDINANCE NO. 2118

An Ordinance authorizing the
President of St. Mary Parish to
execute a Servitude and Right-of-
Way Agreement between St.
Mary Parish Water & Sewer
Commission No. 2, Town of
Berwick, City of Patterson, and
St. Mary Parish Government rela-
tive to the St. Mary Parish Wards
5 & 8 Joint Regional Sewer
Facilities.

BE IT ORDAINED by the St. Mary Parish
Council, in regular session convened:

SECTION I. That the Parish of St. Mary enter
into a Servitude and Right-of-Way Agreement
relative to the St. Mary Parish Wards 5 & 8
Joint Regional Sewer Facilities all in accor-
dance with the basic terms and conditions con-
tained in Exhibit “A”, attached hereto.

SECTION II. That David Hanagriff, Parish
President is authorized to execute such lease
on behalf of the Parish Council.

SECTION lII. All ordinances or parts of ordi-
nances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.

SECTION IV. This ordinance shall become
effective upon adoption.

This ordinance having been offered and read

on this 13t day of December, 2017; having
been published in accordance with law; having
been heard in a public hearing held at Franklin,

Louisiana on the 10th day of January 2018;

was adopted by the following vote on the 10th
day of January 2018.

AYES: Rev. Craig Mathews, J Ina, Glen
Hidalgo, Ken Singleton, James Bennett, Kevin
Voisin, Gabriel Beadle, and Rev. Craig
Mathews.

NAYS: None.
ABSTAIN: None.

ABSENT: Dale Rogers, Patrick Hebert, and
Sterling Fryou.

APPROVED:

s/g Kevin Voisin

KEVIN VOISIN, CHAIRMAN
ST. MARY PARISH COUNCIL

ATTEST:

s/g Lisa C. Morgan

LISA C. MORGAN, CLERK
ST. MARY PARISH COUNCIL

This Ordinance was submitted to the President

of St. Mary Parish on this the 12th day of
January 2018 at the hour of 9:30 a.m.

APPROVED:

s/g David Hanagriff

DAVID HANAGRIFF, PRESIDENT
ST. MARY PARISH

This Ordinance was returned to the Clerk of the

Council on this the 12th day of January 2018 at
the hour 1:30 p.m.

The Exhibit to this ordinance has not been
published. Said Exhibits is on file with the
minutes of the St. Mary Parish Council, State

of Louisiana, Courthouse, sth Floor,
Franklin, Louisiana 70538, and are available
for inspection during regular business
hours weekdays, Monday through Friday.
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ST. MARY PARISH LEVEE DIS-
TRICT -NOVEMBER MEETING
MINUTES

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS
ST. MARY LEVEE DISTRICT
REGULAR MEETING
NOVEMBER 9, 2017
FRANKLIN, LOUISIANA

The St. Mary Levee District (“SMLD”) met on this
date with, President William Hidalgo, Sr., presid-
ing and the following board members present:
William Hidalgo, J.P. Hebert, James Vidos,
Norris Crappell, Alton Broussard, Kenny
Arceneaux, Barry Broussard, Will Terry and with
Luther Smith absent.

Also present: Tim Matte, St. Mary Levee District
Executive Director; Michael Brocato, Operations
Manager of St. Mary Levee District; William
Bourgeois; Jeff Pena & Nicole Cutforth, APTIM;
Jason St. Romain, Miller Engineers; Kevin
O’Gorman, T. Baker Smith; and members of the
public and media.

Mr. Crappell moved to dispense with the reading

and to approve the October 12th regular meeting
minutes. After a second by Mr. Arceneaux, the
motion carried unanimously.

Mr. B. Broussard presented the payables report,
which Mr. Terry moved to approve. Following Mr.
A. Broussard second, the motion carried unani-

mously.

Jason St. Romain with Miller Engineers reported
that they have received the permit for the Bayou
Choupique Flood Protection project from the
USACE. Mr. St. Romain stated that his office is
still waiting on feedback from OCM regarding
some questions on hydraulic modification alter-
native analysis. Mr. St. Romain also reported
that his office submitted the plans to CDBG for
their review.

Mr. St. Romain reported that his office received a
Letter of No Objection from CPRA and is still
waiting on the permit for the Yokely Levee
Project. Mr. Romain stated that his office is still
continuing to move forward on finalizing the
plans.

Kevin O’Gorman with T. Baker Smith reported
that the excavation and hauling material work for
the Siracusaville section of the Morgan City
Levee Construction and Improvements Project
has been completed and the contractor is finish-
ing the final shaping and grading. Mr. O’'Gorman
reported the estimated competition date is still
mid-December on the Lake End Park to Justa
Street portion of the project. Mr. O’Gorman stat-
ed the construction company is working on the
concrete caps under US 90 and the sheet pile on
Cooks-Collins and the contractor has installed
the sheet pile from Hwy 90 past Justa Street and
is about half way between US 90 and pump sta-
tion #6. Mr. O’'Gorman also reported that the
contractor has completed the clearing on the
west side of LA 70 in preparation for the embank-
ment work and is in the process of addressing
the required utility relocations for the LA 70 por-
tion of the project. Mr. O’'Gorman also reported
that his office prepared a response to address a
couple outstanding comments from DNR for the
Justa Street Levee portion of the project. Mr.
O’Gorman stated his office is currently address-
ing comments from CPRA and is preparing the
final bidding documents in anticipation of adver-
tisement.

Jeff Pena with APTIM reported his office contin-
ues to coordinate with the USACOE on the 408
permit process for the Bayou Chene Project and
the 60% design is on hold awaiting the resolution
on that process. Mr. Pena stated his office con-
tinues to coordinate with CPRA to review the
model runs on the Increase Atchafalaya project.
Mr. Pena stated that a letter has been sent to
CPRA with additional questions regarding the
Increase Atchafalaya Model.

Mr. Pena reported that his office has received all
the permits for the Bayou Teche project.
Research on the property ownership along the
right-of-ways is proceeding. Plat maps are being
prepared. Mr. Pena also reported that his office
has met with CLECO and the landowner regard-
ing the property north of Victory Island to discuss
some changes due to the geotechnical report.
Mr. Pena stated the geotechnical borings have
been completed and the report is scheduled to
be in next week.

Mr. Matte reported that at the last CPRA meeting
it was reported that the GOMESA funds are com-
ing in at an amount that is less than anticipated.
Mr. Matte stated that is was originally planned for
the funds to be projected at $140 million per year
but now they are reporting the funds to be $60 -
$70 per year. This will impact the State’s Master
Plan projects as GOMESA is a primary funding
source for these projects.

Mr. Matte along with Mr. Brocato reported that
the levee inspections went well. Mr. Matte
reported that some minor items were found in
the City of Morgan City. Mr. Matte stated that
one of those items was the seal on the flood
gates. Mr. Brocato stated that there were also
some minor issues on Avoca and both Wax Lake
East and Calumet to Gordy went well. Mr. Matte
and Mr. Brocato stated that efforts from the
Parish helped with the anticipation of the inspec-
tions. The Board asked that letters of acknowl-
edgement be sent to the City of Morgan City, the
Town of Berwick and the St. Mary Parish
Government recognizing their contributions in
preparing the levees for inspection.

Mr. Matte reported that SMLD has secured the
right of ways from Cabot and JM Burguieres for
the North Bend Phase B project. Mr. Matte also
reported SMLD has received the signed agree-
ments by CLECO and DOTD. Mr. Matte also
reported that the advertisement is sent to go out
today.

Mr. Matte reported the final balance of the EDA
grant for Bayou Chene has been received. Mr.
Matte also reported an extension of the NFIP
has passed the House and Senate the expiration

date is now Dec 8th. Mr. Matte stated that SMLD
has collected about $4.5 million from FEMA in
reimbursements for the 2016 Flood fight which
leaves about $586,000 outstanding to be reim-
bursed.

Mr. Matte also reported that the St. Mary Parish
Council has received notification from the state
that five of SMLD’s districts Board seats are up
for renewals. Mr. Matte reported the districts that
are up for renewal are District 1, 2, 3, 5 and 6.

Mr. Matte introduced the proposed 2018 budget
that will be up for adoption at the December
meeting.

Mr. Terry moved to authorize SMLD to move for-
ward to advertise for the Justa Street Levee
Reach portion of the Morgan City Levee
Improvements project. After a second by Mr.
Crappell the motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Matte reported that all issues have been
cleared on the Yokely Levee Extension and that
project is currently waiting for the 404 section 10
permit. Mr. Matte stated that once that permit is
issued the parish will be in a position to start con-
struction on that project. Mr. Matte reported that
project will be funded by CDGB and the con-
struction of the project will raise that levee to a
+8. Mr. Matte stated that once that project is
completed the plans are to turn that levee north
and utilize the road by raising the road where
possible. Mr. Matte reported he has budgeted in
the upcoming proposed budget monies to fund
the remaining portion of the project.

Mr. Matte reported on the plans for levees West
of Charenton. An amount has been included in
our 2018 budget to support an effort to review
the current plans for that area, particularly
engaging the land owners and residents to deter-

mine what is achievable in flood protection in
that area.

Mr. Hidalgo asked for further comments and did
not receive any. Mr. Terry moved for adjourn-
ment, which was seconded by Mr. Crappell and

carried unanimously.

Attest:

Barry A. Broussard, Secretary

St. Mary Levee District

Advertised January 17, 2017

Suggestions when
shopping for fencing

Fences can im-
prove functionality
of a yard and pro-
vide extra security
and privacy. Some
fences are decora-
tive while others
are functional.
Families with chil-
dren and/or com-
panion animals al-
so may find fencing
is a necessity to
keep everyone safe
and corralled.

With a vast ar-
ray of fencing ma-
terials available,
homeowners may
find it challenging
to decide which
material is right
for their proper-
ties. The following
breakdown can
help homeowners
learn more about
fencing and poten-
tially point them in
the right direction
regarding which
material to choose
for their proper-
ties.

Budget is one of
the first considera-
tions many home-
owners have when
installing fencing.
Pricing will affect
whether one can
afford a chain link
fence (one of the
most budget-
friendly options),
wrought iron or or-
nate wood (more
expensive). Pricing
out several differ-
ent types of fences
will give homeown-
ers an idea of
which material fits
into their budgets.

Homeowners in-
stall fencing for
various reasons. If
a fence is an orna-
mental way to de-
lineate  property
lines, a picket
fence or a post-
and-rail fence are
simple options that
can lend a homey
feel to a property.
These types of
fences also can en-
hance and frame
landscaping ele-
ments, such as gar-
dens.

In many area,
laws require home-
owners to install
fencing around
swimming pools. In
such instances,
chain link fencing
that does not ob-
struct views of the

pool might be the
best choice. If secu-
rity or privacy is
the main desire,
tall fences that
make it difficult for
neighbors to see in-
to the yard may

make an ideal
choice.

It is important to
understand local

regulations before
installing fencing.
Communities gov-
erned by homeown-
ers’ associations
may have rules in
place that dictate
the type of fences
that can be in-
stalled. Townships
and other munici-
palities may have
their own rules
concerning fence
type, property bor-
ders, fence height,
and other factors
that will have to be
adhered to so that
fencing will meet
code. If such rules
are not following
fines may be im-
posed and the
fence may have to
be removed. Home-
owners also may
need permits to in-
stall fencing,
whether they are
hiring a contractor
or doing the work
themselves.
Consumer re-
source Angie’s List
advises homeown-
ers to consider
maintenance be-
fore choosing a
fencing material.
Wooden fencing re-
quires the most
maintenance due
to painting and

staining. Alu-
minum or vinyl
fencing requires

less maintenance,
but it can be hard-
er to repair isolat-
ed damage or re-
place pickets, if
necessary. In some
instances, the en-

tire fence may
have to be re-
placed.

Homeowners in-
stall fencing for
many different rea-
sons. Considering
price, budget, pur-
pose, and mainte-
nance before mak-
ing a decision re-
garding  fencing
can help homeown-
ers make the best
decision possible.

Don’t miss out on
today’s top stories!

The Banner-Tribune Subscribers have
uninterrupted access to our website, so
don't be left out. Subscribe today for a
five-day a week subscription to the
Banner-Tribune and 24/7 delivery of
StMaryNow.com. Plus receive our e-
Editionin your email!

Check us out online for the
subscription options that fits youbest.

stmarynow.com/subscriptions
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SUDOKU

Fun By The
6 | Numbers

Like puzzles?

Then you’ll love

sudoku. This

mind-bending

puzzle will have

4 6 8 you hooked from

the moment you

square off, so

7 sharpen your
pencil and put

your sudoku
2 savvy to the test!

6 7 1

Level: intermediate

Here’s How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Prepare HVAC systems
for warmer days ahead

The arrival of a
new season can be
an exciting time.
Homeowners may
have renewed vigor
to start home reno-
vation projects or
even tackle some
cleaning and organi-
zation tasks. Before
the weather starts to
warm up too much,
homeowners may
want to evaluate
their home cooling
needs and ensure
that all equipment is
in good working or-
der.

Spring air condi-
tioning inspections
and tuneups are es-
sential steps in sys-
tem  performance.
Homeowners should
not take for granted
that a system that
performed optimally
last year will do so
this year when tem-
peratures climb. Var-
ious factors, includ-

ing weather damage,
dust and grime, me-
chanical wear and
tear, and even rodent
or insect infesta-
tions, can compro-
mise HVAC systems.
Since HVAC systems
have so many mov-
ing parts, a thorough
inspection of such
systems can save
headaches and mon-
ey down the road.
According to Heat-
ing Ontario, the ex-
treme weather con-
ditions that come
along with fall and
winter can be espe-
cially taxing on
homes and the sys-
tems that keep them
comfortable. During
a spring visit, an
HVAC technician
will perform mainte-
nance on the air con-
ditioner and make
sure it is ready for
the heat of summer-
time. This mainte-
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Did you know?

Testosterone hair to grow 10 men older
is a hormone on a man’s than 60 have
that is pro- chest and low  testos-
duced in the elsewhere. terone, often
human body. WebMD says referred to as
Although that, after age “low T.” Signs
testosterone 30, most men of low T in-

is largely as-
sociated with
males, fe-

begin to expe-
rience a grad-
ual decline in

clude reduced
sex drive, dif-
ficulty achiev-

males produce testosterone ing or main-
it as well. production. taining an
Testosterone Some men erection, low
is responsible may even ex- semen  vol-
for stimulat- hibit symp- ume, hair
ing sperm toms that sug- loss, fatigue,
production gestthat their and increased
and giving testosterone body fat. Men
men their re- levels have can have their

productive dropped con- testosterone
drive. Testos- siderably. The levels checked
terone also American by taking a
helps  build Urological As- blood test to
bone and sociation says see if their
muscle mass roughly two levels are nor-
and causes out of every mal.
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SALE

420 Bayview Drive
Bayview Pointe
4BR/5BA - 3176 LA - $985,000

4304 Relius Ronsonet Drive
Twin Oaks
3BR/2BA - 1704 LA - $144,999

HELP WANTED

GENERAL

nance may include
cleaning the unit,
checking controls,
calibrating the ther-
mostat, lubricating
moving parts, check-
ing refrigerant lev-
els, tightening elec-
trical connections,
and clearing any
clogs. Homeowners
are urged to also
change the filter at
the start of the cool-
ing season.

Correcting any is-
sues in the HVAC
system well in ad-
vance of the arrival
of warm weather can
help ensure comfort
when air condition-
ing is needed. As an
added advantage,
homeowners should
install programma-
ble thermostats if
they do not already
have them to keep
cooling as cost- and
energy-efficient as
possible.

HELP WANTED
GENERAL

V*w

HPTON 9t 0
3 Months
$28.00

6 Months
$91.00

12 Months
$97.00

Banner-Tribune

331-826-3106

POSITION OPEN
WATER TREATMENT PLANT
OPERATOR/REPAIRMAN

Position requires shift work,
including weekends and holidays.
MUST have high school diploma

or GED and current LA driver’s license.
Applications are being received from any
St. Mary Parish resident.
NO calls please.
Applications availabl e at

St. Mary Water Works Dist #5
Billing Office
9331 Hwy. 182
Centerville, LA

Corner of Hwy 182 & Senette St.
EOCE

ALL ADS need to be in by
10:30 AM to be in
next day publication
&
MEMORIALS need to be in
2 DAYS in advance.

SIIArynow.com

2814 Hwy 319
Quintana Marina Phase Il
3BR/2BA - 2348 LA - $475,000

153 Vermillion Bay Lane
James P Cross
6BR/4BA - 2864 LA - $1,275,000

Hebert

599 Katherine

3BR/2BA - 1700 LA - $119,900

2718 Junca Street

3BR/2BA - 2023 LA - $77,000

Dalbor

956-A SOUTH LEWIS STREET | NEW IBERIA, LA 70560 | 337.365.9700

HOMES FOR @ HOMES FOR
SALE SALE

” F DAVID
 STIEL

REAL ESTATE, LLC

1—1
DAVID H. STIEL, III
BROKER
828-5867

Fay G. Coots
828-2986

Don Stiel
829-9801
HOMES

NEW LISTING 201 Main St. 2 br, 1ba. Central a/h.
Detached Garage. Beautiful Acadian Style in prime
location in Historic
District........cooeviiiiiin $265,000

NEW LISTING 1805 Canal Dr., 3 br, 2 ba, Central
A/H, LR, Den, 2 car carport, new roof, large

SNEA...o i $145,000
NEW LISTING 1001 Malcolm St., 3 br, 2 ba, central
alh, carport,
fireplace........ccooviiiiiiiiii $79,000

NEW LISTING 1012 Malcolm St., 2 br, 1 ba cottage
on Bayou Teche, central a/h, updated electric, new
roof, storage shed.........c.ccccooeeevieicvicinnnns $69,000

NEW LISTING-DRASTICALLY REDUCED 803
Magnolia St.,Brick exterior, 3br, 1ba, central
air/heat, large shed in
[E=T 1P $40,000

NEW LISTING 302 Roseville St., 2 br, 1 ba cottage
adjacent to 1001 Malcolm, can be purchased

together.......oooooiiiiiiiiii $50,000
NEW LISTING 225 Second St., 3 br 1 ba, central air
and heat, fenced in back

2 14 TSR $48,500
www.stielrealestate.com

Subscribe
NOW
FRANKLIN
BANNER
TRIBUNE
Subscription
rates are:
3months-
$28.00
6months-
$51.00
1 year-$97.00
Circulation
828-3706
Subscribers to
the Franklin
Banner
Tribune
will have
access to our
website
StMaryNow.com
plus receive
the e-Edition in
your
email daily.
stmarynow.com/
subscriptions

HOMES FOR
SALE

DRIVERS

WANTED

St. Mary Parish School
Board TRansportation
Department is now ac-
cepting applications for
Substitute Bus Drivers.

Interested  applicants
w i | I
be offered a 30 Hour
B u S

Driver CDL class to be
certified as a School
B u s
driver. The fall 30 hour
CDL pre-service class
w i | |
be held at the St. Mary
Parish Central Office
Complex in Centerville,
LA on the following
dates:

Monday-Friday, January
22-26, 2018 @ 6pm-9pm
Please call Kim at
337-836-6032 if more in-
formation is needed.

Drivers: $5,000
Sign-On!

Big Miles=Big Money!!
Company, Lease, or
0/0.

CDL-A, with H&T End.
2018=New Comp.
Package!!
866-451-4495

SPECIAL

NOTICES

“Anybody knowing the

whereabouts of Edward
Greg Campbell, Please
contact Leo J Landry,
Jr, Attorney at Law, at
PO Box 2018, Morgan
City, Louisiana
70381-2018, or Tele-
phone  No.  (985)
384-4664”

January 17 and January
21,2018

HELP WANTED

GENERAL

Rockin L Tree Farm
Inc. is hiring Field
Workers to trim, ferti-
lize, bump, weed,
water trees,
bushes/shrubs, har-
vest sod, package
trees/shrubs for trans-
portation. Load/unload
trees. Clean/maintain
work area. Pre-hire
employer paid drug
screen req'd. Lift up to
45lbs. repetitive move-
ments. No
education/experience
req'd. $11.87/hr. $11.87
O.T. 8am-5pm, M-F.
0.T. may be avail. 14
positions avail. for
temporary, full time
work 2/15/18-12/15/18.
Fixed worksite in Ke-
rens, TX. Apply at
Workforce  Solutions
NCT Corsicana at
903-874-8276,
JO#TX6600412. Work-
ers provided
transportation/subsistence
to place of em-
ployment if worker
completes 50% of em-
ployment period. Re-
turn transportation will
be provided if worker
completes  employ-
ment period or is dis-
missed early by em-
ployer. No cost hous-
ing for workers, in-
cluding US workers
who can't reasonably
return to perm. resi-
dence at end of work-
day. No cost
tools/suppliesiequipment.
The employer
guarantees to offer
work for hrs. equal to
at least % of the work-
days in each 12 wk.
period of total employ-
ment period.

HOMES FOR g HOMES FOR

SALE

SALE

337-828-3586

Craig Thomson - Broker

Kay Louviere - 337.907.0221

Please Call or Visit Our Website at thomsonrealestate.com

For More Information, Pictures & Pricing
RESIDENTIAL

209 Sandager, Jeanerette.
110 Oak St

5202 Bob Acres Rd, Delcambe....

RENTAL DEPARTMENT
337-828-2847

9975 Hwy 182

110 Canal Dr.

4507 Loreauvllle Rd...ucus

117 Briarwood.

4460 Irish Bend Rd........... REDUCED.........s0e0. $215,000

Office Space, Houses, Apartments & Trailer Spaces
Contact Kay for Rental Information

00 COMMERCIAL
$250,000 313 Willow St.........REDUCED...

15 acres on Wax Outlet for Lease.

$140, 000

$168,000 1013 Main St

701 Flrst St

$165,000

302 Willowood Dr.......SOLD.

301 Hollywood........REDUCED.

309 Willowood Dr.......REDUCED.

103 Cedarwood Dr....uusismsmsmssssssss
1010 Malcolm St........... REDUCED....

603 Carl Fi

LAND & ORLOTS
Palfrey Place Subdivision (Garden city) 5 Lots..$36K /Acre
e 145,000 9160 Frontage Rd., Centerville......SOLD........... $33,000
8515 Hwy. 90, Frontage Rd.

100 Ronnle St, Baldwin o ﬁfﬂ'{,‘:" Way.... 513'500"3
139 Caribbean Dr. Roger Woodlands Sub, Baldwin. Check website for
1112 Mary Lee St......uueceess SOLD. price & size

913 First St

704 Iberia St $85,000

12214 Kilgore Rd. SOLD. $75,000 @ e

205 Ariington Rd $72,500 d

4101da St REDUCED. $57,000 . .

1812 Donna Dr. REDUCED $52,000 401 Main Street » Franklin
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Groups opposing planned pipeline sue for records

NEW ORLEANS (AP)
— Environmental groups
trying to keep a crude oil
pipeline from crossing
Louisiana filed a lawsuit
Tuesday to get access to
records about the proj-
ect.

By expropriating land
and acting as a common
carrier, Bayou Bridge
Pipeline LLC is acting as

a government body and
therefore must obey pub-
lic records laws, the suit
contends.

The 162-mile-long
(261-kilometer) pipeline
is a joint venture be-
tween Energy Transfer
Partners of Dallas,
which built the Dakota
Access pipeline, and
Phillips 66 Partners LP,

which owns a smaller
share of the Dakota pipe-
line. The Dakota project
sparked a string of vio-
lent clashes between pro-
testers and police in
North Dakota in 2016
and 2017.

Atchafalaya Basink-
eeper, the Louisiana
Bucket Brigade, and 350
New Orleans sued Bayou

Bridge after representa-
tives of the joint venture
refused to turn over re-
cords about property
rights, environmental
safety and civil protest.
Among other things, the
groups are asking for all
records about acquiring
easements and private
property expropriations,
and all records of com-

House panel subpoenas Bannon

WASHINGTON (AP)
— Former White House
chief strategist Steve
Bannon has refused to
answer a broad array of
queries from the House
Intelligence Committee
about his time working
for President Donald
Trump, leading the com-
mittee chairman to au-
thorize a subpoena.

The developments
Tuesday brought to the
forefront questions
about White House ef-
forts to control what
Bannon tells Congress
about his time in
Trump’s inner circle,
and whether Republi-
cans on Capitol Hill
would force the issue.

The congressional
subpoena came the same
day The New York Times
reported that Bannon, a
former far-right media
executive and recently
scorned Trump adver-
sary, has been subpoe-
naed by special counsel
Robert Mueller to testify
before a federal grand
jury.

Bannon would be the
highest-ranking person
who served in the Trump
White House to be called
before the grand jury.
The move doesn’t con-
firm that Mueller is pre-
senting evidence to sup-
port future criminal
charges. But it does
show that Mueller is ac-
tively using the grand
jury as he examines the
actions of Trump, his
family and his staff
during the campaign,
the presidential transi-
tion and the early
months of the adminis-
tration.

Congressional officials
declined to say whether
Bannon disclosed Muel-
ler’s subpoena during an
all-day, closed-door in-
terview with committee
members.

Lawmakers ques-
tioned Bannon as part of
their investigation into
Russian election infer-
ence and sought an-
swers about Trump’s
thinking when he fired
FBI Director James
Comey.

But Bannon refused to
answer questions about
that crucial period, and
as a result, the chair-
man, Rep. Devin Nunes,
R-Calif., issued the sub-
poena, spokesman Jack
Langer said.

Rep. Adam Schiff of
California, the top Dem-
ocrat on the committee,
contended that Bannon’s
refusal to answer those
questions came at the
instruction of the White
House.

“This was effectively a
gag order by the White
House,” Schiff said
shortly after Bannon’s
interview concluded.
Schiff said the commit-
tee plans to call Bannon

back for a second inter-
view.

A spokeswoman for
Bannon did not respond
to multiple requests for
comment/

White House press
secretary Sarah Hucka-
bee Sanders said “no
one” had encouraged
Bannon not to be trans-
parent during question-
ing but there’s a “pro-
cess of what that looks
like.”

“As with all congres-
sional inquiries touch-
ing upon the White
House, Congress must
consult with the White
House prior to obtaining
confidential material.
This is part of a judicial-
ly recognized process

4

that goes back decades,’
Sanders told reporters.

A White House official
said the president did
not seek to formally ex-
ert executive privilege
over Bannon, which
would have barred him
from answering certain
questions. The official
said the administration
believes it doesn’t have
to invoke the privilege
to keep Bannon from an-
swering questions about
his time in the White
House. The official
spoke on condition of an-
onymity to discuss inter-
nal deliberations.

The committee had
planned to press Ban-
non on executive actions
by Trump that have

drawn interest from
congressional investiga-
tors examining ties be-
tween Trump’s cam-
paign and Russian oper-
atives, said another per-
son, who wasn’t autho-
rized to speak on the re-
cord about the closed-
door session and spoke
on condition of anonymi-
ty.
Those elements bear
directly on the criminal
investigation led by
Mueller, who is charged
with investigating ties
between the Trump
campaign and Russia
and whether the presi-
dent obstructed justice
by firing Comey or by
taking other actions to
thwart investigators.

Obituaries

Continued from Page 7
the last survivor of the
eight siblings.

Doretha earned her
high school diploma from
the former Willow Street
School and her Bachelors
of Arts Degree in Ele-
mentary Education from
Dillard University with
honors. She completed
her graduate studies pro-
gram at Scarritt College
in Nashville, TN. She
taught at Sager Brown
Elementary in Baldwin,
La. for two years. She be-
gan her work as a com-
missioned United Meth-
odist missionary in Octo-
ber 1960 in Monrovia,
Liberia. She chose Africa
as the country to contin-
ue her teaching career
because she felt that
there was a “great need
for teachers” and she al-
so wanted to see the
world in which she fond-
ly referred to as her
“land of ancestry.”
During her tenure in Af-
rica, Doretha worked as
the Director of the Ganta
Hostel for Girls in Mon-
rovia. She taught girls
ranging from elementary
to college age. She was
the recipient of several
seed grants and awards
in education which
helped her to continue
her post-graduate stud-
ies. Also, these grants-
awards provided her
with an opportunity to do
working visits in other
regions of the world in-
cluding Great Britain,
Australia, Canada,
France, Spain as well as
neighboring countries
within the African conti-
nent. She participated
and worked with many
leaders in Liberia, Nige-
ria, Sierra Leone to pro-
mote the interests of lo-
cal communities, church-
es and schools on a na-
tionwide basis.

Doretha remained in
Liberia for 38 years and
returned to America due
to political and social un-
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rest. In 2010, she was
honored by the Louisiana
Conference United Meth-
odist Women for 50 years
of service to the mission
and for the work she did
with children worldwide.
Also, in 2010, The Dore-
tha Brown Mission Youth
Scholarship Fund was
set up in her honor to
award deserving stu-
dents who expressed an
interest in the mission
programs sponsored by
the Louisiana Confer-
ence United Methodist
Women. Later, she be-
came a member of the
Asbury United Method-
ist Church Ad-Hoc Histo-
ry Committee which was
set up to preserve histor-
ical church documents
dating back to 1890 to
eventually be placed on
the internet for public re-
search. Also, she is one of
the missionaries fea-
tured in the book, Return
to Africa, A Journal by
Ester L. Megill for her
work in Liberia from
1968-1980.

Doretha was an advo-
cate for education and
was tireless in her pur-
suit to teach everyone
she encountered. She
had a deep love for read-
ing and language arts.
She had a professional
working proficiency in
many languages includ-
ing French, Spanish and
three indigenous African
languages. She believed
that “language” was fun-
damental to all facets of
life and that children
who did not learn to read
proficiently were greatly
disadvantaged through-
out their lives. As an ed-
ucator, Doretha believed
that teaching should not
be limited only to the
classroom, but every
space a child entered.

Lyle J Simoneaux
Financial Advisor

800 First Street
Franklin, LA 70538
337-828-4652

vvvvvvvvvvvvvvv

210 Jackson Street
Franklin, LA 70538
337-828-4652

Her love of God was
paramount in her life.
She was a member of As-
bury United Methodist
Church in Franklin, Lou-
isiana throughout her
life. She dearly loved her
church family and at-
tended for as long as she
was physically able to do
so. She loved both her
family at home and in Li-
beria. She often spoke of
them in the fondest
terms. Her proudest and
happiest moments were
those she shared with
them.

Doretha leaves to cher-
ish her memory an ad-
opted daughter, Shirley
Phillips Steward of Jea-
nerette, La. and her chil-
dren Hershal Phillips,
Krystal Phillips, and
K'wan Steward with
whom she spent the last
seven years of her life.
She is also survived by
her neices: Hendri Brown
of Marrero, La., Jewel
Lynn Thompson of Har-
vey, La., Yeil Thompson
of Beaumont, TX, Johne-
ice Brown and Yolanda
M.Turner and her sister-
in-law, Clara Bell Brown
all of Franklin, La. She
also leaves a host of cous-
ins, other relatives and
devoted friends both here
and in Africa.

She is preceded in
death by her parents
Johnny Brown Sr. and
Viola Drexler Brown, her
siblings: Johnny Brown,
dJr., George Brown, Alber-
tha Brown Hilliard, An-
na Brown Rhein, Be-
atrice Brown Smith, Car-
olyn Brown Turner, and
Helen Brown Logan; her
devoted aunts Callie
Brown, Elma Brown,
Katherine Brown, Anna
Metz, Daisey Broussard,
and uncle Oscar Drexler,
dJr.

www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

munications with gov-
ernment agencies or offi-
cials at all levels.

“We will not allow
Bayou Bridge to quietly
seize hundreds of peo-
ple’s land for private
profit with no public
oversight,” Anne Rolfes,
director of Louisiana
Bucket Brigade, said in a
news release. “The entire
process has taken place
behind closed doors,
leaving in the dark the
local people who bear the
risks this dangerous
pipeline poses to our
health, natural environ-
ment, and even our very
livelihoods.”

Bayou Bridge did not
immediately respond to
a query filed through its
website. Lee Hanse of
San Antonio, Texas,

identified on the Louisi-
ana Secretary of State’s
website as executive vice
president of Energy
Transfer Partners, the
majority owner of the
project, did not immedi-
ately respond to an
email.

The company expropri-
ated land when negotia-
tions failed as it acquired
rights of way or other
agreements with more
than 400 property own-
ers, according to the law-
suit.

The environmental
groups sued the Army
Corps of Engineers last
week, contending that its
approval of a permit for
Bayou Bridge violated
the Clean Water Act and
other environmental
laws.

Winter storm...

Continued from Page 1

sius) wind chills. Many Georgia school districts al-
ready had announced early dismissal times and can-
cellations.

Snow fell in a wide band that stretched from south-
eastern Texas all the way to western Massachusetts.

Forecasters said up to 4 inches (10 centimeters)
could fall in central North Carolina as the system
pushed northward, with a couple inches expected far-
ther east.

Northwestern South Carolina could get up to 2
inches (5 centimeters) of snow, the weather service
said, and Gov. Henry McMaster’s office postponed his
first State of the State address because of the weath-
er.

In North Carolina, a thin white sheen of precipita-
tion had formed on sidewalks and driveways by early
morning. A handful of men sipped coffee at Waffle
House, famous for staying open around the clock in
all kinds of weather.

“Once I get home today I'll probably be in because I
won’t want to drive anymore,” Paul Barbour, 60, said.

He said a cousin he lives with stocked up on grocer-
ies.

“Around here when it snows, if anyone even men-
tions snow, bread, milk and beer fly off the shelves,”
he said.

Mardi Gras...
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Gras parade is Fat Tuesday, 2 p.m., Siracusa Road to
James Street to Grace Street, ending at Siracusa Rec-
reation Park.

The final parade in St. Mary Parish will be the
Krewe of Hephaestus parade on Feb. 13, beginning
on the corner of Sixth and Sycamore streets, it pro-
ceeds south on Sixth Street to Marguerite Street, to
Ninth Street/La. 70, to Clothilde and Victor II Boule-
vard, ending at the Morgan City Municipal Auditori-
um on Myrtle Street.

In addition to the numerous parades, Oaklawn
Manor will be beautifully decorated and adorned in
the purple, green and gold hues of the Mardi Gras
season. This magnificently decorated plantation will
be open for viewing daily from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
throughout the Mardi Gras season. Admission is $15
per person and $10 for students.

Contact the Cajun Coast Visitors & Convention Bu-
reau at 985-380-8224 for a 2016 Mardi Gras Parade
Schedule Brochure, or visit online at www.cajuncoast.
com/mardigras for more information about Mardi
Gras on the Cajun Coast!

Weather

Today: Sunny, with a high near 34. North wind 10
to 15 mph, with gusts as high as 20 mph.

Tonight: Clear, with a low around 22. North wind
5 to 10 mph.

Thursday: Sunny, with a high near 43. Northeast
wind 5 to 10 mph.

Thursday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around
28. North wind around 5 mph becoming calm.

Friday: Partly sunny, with a high near 56. Calm
wind becoming east around 5 mph in the morning.

Friday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 44.
East wind around 5 mph.

Saturday: Partly sunny, with a high near 69.
Southeast wind 5 to 10 mph.

Saturday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around
54. Southeast wind around 10 mph.

Sunday: A 20 percent chance of showers. Partly
sunny, with a high near 70. Southeast wind 10 to 15
mph, with gusts as high as 20 mph.

Sunday Night: Showers likely and possibly a
thunderstorm. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 53.
Chance of precipitation is 60%.

Monday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 63.

Monday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around
43.

Tuesday: Sunny, with a high near 61.

MARINE

TODAY: North winds 20 to 25 knots. Seas 1 to 3
feet.

TONIGHT: Northeast winds 15 to 20 knots. Seas
1 foot or less.

THURSDAY: Northeast winds 10 to 15 knots.
Seas 1 foot or less.

THURSDAY NIGHT: East winds 5 to 10 knots.
Seas 1 foot or less.

FRIDAY: East winds 5 to 10 knots. Seas 1 foot or
less.

FRIDAY NIGHT: Southeast winds 10 to 15 knots.
Seas 1 foot or less.

SATURDAY: Southeast winds 10 to 15 knots. Seas
1 foot or less.

SATURDAY NIGHT: Southeast winds 10 to 15
knots. Seas 1 to 3 feet.

SUNDAY: Southeast winds 10 to 15 knots. Seas 2
to 4 feet. Slight chance of rain showers.

SUNDAY NIGHT: South winds 10 to 15 knots be-
coming southwest 15 to 20 knots after midnight.
Seas 2 to 4 feet. Rain showers likely and slight
chance of thunderstorms.
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